ABRAHAM WING
1723 - 1795
PIONEER: Born and married at Dartmouth, Massachusetts; moved with his
young wife to newly settled territory at the Oblong, a Quaker community in
Dutchess County, New York, where he worked as a tailor.
DEVELOPER: Purchased the rights of several holders of the Queensbury Patent
of May 29, 1762, and came to the largest landholder of what is today Glens Falls
and the southern two-thirds of the Town of Queensbury; made an investigatory
trip here in 1762 and had the Patent surveyed.
FIRST SETTLER: Built three log houses and moved his family to Queensbury in
1766; erected grist mill and saw mill on the Hudson River; conducted store and
tavern at what was then called Wing’s Falls, today downtown Glens Falls.
TOWN FATHER: First supervisor of Queensbury, serving throughout the difficult
Revolutionary War period; leader of Quaker Meeting, first religious organization
in Queensbury; also undertook duties of town moderator, assessor, overseer of
the poor, game warden, fence viewer, pound keeper and path master.

“LOOKED UP TO AS THE GRAT MAN OF THE PLACE; THE
MERCHANT, THE LAWYER, THE MINISTER AND THE
INNKEEPER UNITED IN ONE.”
Year of Induction: 1983

HENRY CRANDALL
1821 - 1913
BACKGROUND: Came into the world as an illegitimate child; raised by a poor
family on their East Lake George hill farm.
EDUCTION: Received only the most rudimentary training in a common district
school; largely self-taught.
LUMBERMAN: Worked as lumberjack in the Adirondacks for a few dollars a
month; accumulated sufficient capital to establish his own business by the age
of 30.
TYCOON: Amassed a fortune from lumbering and land investments; moved to
Glens Falls in 1858.
PARKS: Acquired land on Upper Glen Street and created Crandall Park, a major
recreational center; today’s City Park had its genesis in his homestead gardens.
LIBRARY: Founder of Crandall Library in Glens Falls, today the central
reference facility for four counties.
YOUNG PEOPLE: Long-time member of the original Board of Education of the
Glens Falls School District; organizer of the Boys Savings Club, one of the
community’s earliest youth groups.
PHILANTHROPIST: Ultimately left his entire estate to fellow citizens by
establishment of the Crandall Trust.

“THE GRAND OLD MAN OF GLENS FALLS”
Year of Induction: 1983

TOWNSEND HARRIS
1804 - 1878
SANDY HILL: Born in what is today Hudson Falls; all of his formal education was
received at the district school of the village.
NEW YORK CITY: Moved there as a youth and worked in an older brother’s
wholesale china shop; taught himself to read several foreign languages.
THE FREE ACADEMY: Elected to New York Board of Education; instrumental in
establishing the Free Academy, predecessor of the City College of New York.
FAR EAST: Made a series of trading voyages to the Orient; entered the consular
service of the United States.
JAPAN: Appointed U.S. Consul-General in 1855; secured first U.S. trade treaty
with Japan in 1858; gained the opening of three Japanese ports to foreign
residents in 1859.
REMEMBERED: A national hero of Japan today; his life was the subject of a
feature motion picture with John Wayne portraying him.

“MORE THAN ANY OTHER MAN HE OPENED THE DOORS
OF JAPAN TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD.”
Year of Induction: 1983

ROBERT P. PATTERSON
1891 - 1952
Glens Falls: Born at 12 Center Street; moved to Warren Street; descendant of
first Village Trustee.
Education: Attended old South Street School; salutatorian of first Glens Falls
High School class to graduate from Glen Street building; brilliant record at
Union College and Harvard Law School.
Military: Distinguished Service Cross for World War I duty in trenches of France.
Law: Appointed United States District Court Judge in 1930; advanced to Federal
Court of Appeals in 1939.
National Defense: Assistant Secretary of War and Under-Secretary of War
during World War II; appointed Secretary of War in 1945; reorganized military
into unified Department of Defense.

“HE MUST BE RANKED AMONG THE FIRST TEN
MAKERS OF VICTORY IN WORLD WAR II.”
Year of Induction: 1983

SUSAN B. ANTHONY
1820 - 1906
CHILDHOOD: Born at Adams, Massachusetts and moved to Battenville,
Washington County, New York, at the age of six.
TEACHER: Taught school at Easton, North Greenwich and Moses Kill in
Washington County and in other communities until 1845, when she went with her
family to the area of Rochester, New York.
CRUSADER: Actively worked for the temperance movement from 1852; served
as an agent for the American Anti-Slavery Society from 1856 until the Civil War.
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE: She attempted to have extended to women the voting
rights afforded by the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; she
challenged the law by voting in an election in 1872 and was subsequently tried
and convicted.
NATIONAL REPUTATION: Served as an officer of the National Woman Suffrage
Association from its founding in 1869; served as vice president of the National
American Women Suffrage Association from 1890 to 1900.

“THE MOST FORCEFUL AND
DISTINGUISHED FEMINIST OF HER DAY”
Year of Induction: 1983

JOHN P. BURKE
1884 - 1966
BACKGROUND: Born at North Duxbury, Vermont; lost his father by accidental
death in a paper mill; went to work in the mill at the age of thirteen.
UNION LEADER: Named as a delegate to convention of the International
Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers in 1909; elected fourth
vice president in 1914; president-secretary in 1917.
LONG SERVICE: Held position of Brotherhood President and Secretary from
1915 to 1965; maintained union headquarters at Fort Edward.
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Chairman of the Fort Edward Branch, American Red
Cross, and of the World War II Bond Drive; supporter of the Washington County
Branch, State Woman Suffrage Party Industrial Committee.
HISTORIAN: One of the founders of the Old Fort House Museum at Fort Edward
in 1953; served as president of the Fort Edward Historical Association from 1951
to 1964.

“REVERED BY HIS UNION AND BY HIS COMMUNITY”
Year of Induction: 1983

CHARLOTTE PRUYN HYDE
1867 - 1963
BACKGROUND: Mrs. Hyde was born in Glens Falls and educated here and in
Albany and Boston; Mr. Hyde, a Massachusetts native, graduated from both
Harvard College and Harvard Law School.
MASSACHUSETTS: Mr. Hyde was an attorney in Boston from 1890 to 1907; after
their marriage in 1901, they resided at Hingham, near Boston; they returned
here in 1907.
THE HYDE COLLECTION: In 1912, they had constructed on Warren Street a
Florentine Renaissance styled home, designed as a repository for works of art;
thereafter, they assembled important European old master and American works
of art; in 1952, Mrs. Hyde established the Hyde Collection Trust, creating a
regional art museum for the community.

LOUIS F. HYDE
1866 - 1934
HISTORY: Mr. Hyde’s profound interest in local settlement resulted in the
posthumous publication of his scholarly book, The History of Glens Falls, New
York, and Its Settlement, a major contribution to historical research.

“THEY GAVE GENEROUSLY TO OUR CULTURAL LIFE”
Year of Induction: 1983

AUSTIN W. HOLDEN, M.D.
1819 - 1891
EARLY LIFE: A native of White Creek, Washington County, he came here as a
young man in 1836; studied law; worked as a cabinet maker; taught in district
schools; appointed Warren County Superintendent of Common Schools at age of
25.
MEDICINE: Graduated with distinction from Albany Medical College in 1848;
practiced in Warrensburg and for many years at Glens Falls; leader in state and
national homeopathic medical groups; later served as Chief of Staff of the
Ward’s Island Homeopathic Hospital, New York City.
MILITARY: Dr. Holden was the first man in Warren County to enlist for Union
duty in the Civil War; commissioned as the brevet major for meritorious service.
PUBLIC SERVANT: A lifelong Democrat; he was elected to the State Assembly
in 1874 from strongly Republican Warren County; served on the Glens Falls
Board of Education and as Trustee of Glens Falls Academy.
HISTORIAN: He wrote a highly regarded history of the Town of
Queensbury, today a basic source for the Glens Falls area; his priceless
collection of historical materials forms the core of the Holden Collection at
Crandall Library.

“A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS “
Year of Induction: 1984

JAMES A. HOLDEN
1861 - 1918
YOUTH: A native of Glens Falls and son of Dr. and Mrs. Austin W. Holden, he
graduated from the local Academy and received his degree with honors from
Williams College.
BUSINESS CAREER: Highly regarded in the Glens Falls community as a
newspaper editor and publisher, downtown real estate developer and bank
officer.
DRAMATICS: He was a long-time manager of the Empire Theatre during those
golden years when the nation’s leading stock companies performed in Glens
Falls.
PUBLIC SERVICE: Framer of the charter that made Glens Falls a city; member of
the Board of Public Safety; elected as Village Trustee and to the Board of
Education; active throughout his life as a volunteer fireman.
HISTORIAN: Contributor to national publications; Trustee and Treasurer of the
New York State Historical Association; brought distinction to the community
upon his appointment as State Historian in 1911.

“SERVED HIS COMMUNITY AND STATE”
Year of Induction: 1984

CHARLES REED BISHOP
1822 - 1915
GLENS FALLS: Born here in the toll-collector’s cottage on the Hudson River
Bridge; after a district-school education, worked as a clerk in local stores.
VOYAGE TO THE WEST: Ventured by brig in 1846 with William Little Lee of
Hudson Falls to seek a fortune in the Far West. Delayed by severe storms, the
vessel was swept into the harbor at Honolulu, Hawaii after nine months at sea,
where they stayed on.
HAWAIIAN BUSINESSMAN: After working as a clerk and customs collector, he
organized the financial institution that today is known as the First National Bank
of Hawaii.
ROYALTY: In June of 1850, he married Princess Bernice Pauahi Paki, last
member of the Hawaiian dynasty of Kamehamehas; in 1859, he was appointed to
the Hawaiian House of Nobles for Life.
PHILANTHROPIST: The wealth of Bishop and his wife was placed in trust and
the income was used for the establishment of educational, health and charitable
facilities throughout the Hawaiian Islands. When his wife died, he returned to
the US, settled in California and continued the banking business. His ashes rest
in the tomb of the Kamehamehas. The inscription on his memorial reads:

“BUILDER OF THE STATE - FRIEND OF YOUTH BENEFACTOR OF HAWAII”
Year of Induction: 1984

WILLIAM LITTLE LEE
1821 - 1857
HUDSON FALLS: Born at Sandy Hill, NY and educated in the district schools
there.
EDUCATION: He entered Norwich University at age 13, became a civil engineer,
and later a military academy superintendent. He completed a law degree at
Harvard in 1844 and established a legal practice in Troy, NY.
VOYAGER: Because of poor health, he left with his friend Charles Reed Bishop
by brig for the far west subsequently arriving in Honolulu, Hawaii in 1846.
JURIST: He was soon appointed Presiding Judge of the Old Court in Oahu by
King Kamehameha; he wrote the 1847 law reorganizing the island judiciary, and
was appointed Chief Justice of Supreme Court and Chancellor of the Kingdom of
Hawaii.
PUBLIC SERVANT: He served as Speaker of Representatives, President of
Board of Land Commissioners, and as a Commissioner to frame a new
constitution. As Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United
States, he negotiated the first commerce treaty between Hawaii and America
with President Franklin Pierce.
CITIZEN: His interest encompassed public institutions and benevolent
associations; he served as president of the Hawaiian Agricultural Society.
RETURN HOME: His career was cut short by ill health and death in 1857. He is
buried in Union Cemetery between Hudson Falls and Fort Edward. The
inscription on his tombstone reads; “He lived for others: He still lives.”

“FORGER OF EARLY LINKS BETWEEN HAWAII
AND AMERICA”
Year of Induction: 1984

CHARLES EVANS HUGHES
1862 - 1948
GLENS FALLS: Born in the early days of the Civil War at 135 Maple Street, near
the First Baptist Church, where his father served as pastor; the Hughes house
now stands at 20 Center Street. As Governor, 46 year later, he signed the Glens
Falls City Charter.
LAW: A distinguished member of the New York City Bar, he was recognized for
outstanding work as counsel to legislative committees and as special
investigator for the U.S. Attorney General.
STATE: Elected Governor of New York State in 1906 the only successful
Republican candidate on the state ticket; reelected in 1908; gave this state one
of the most efficient administrations in its history. A populist, he carried many
progressive measures against strong opposition of political forces.
NATION: Nominated for President of the United States by Republican
Convention in 1916; served as Secretary of State in the Administrations of
President Harding and Coolidge.
THE COURTS: Appointed an Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court by
President Taft in 1910; member of the International Court of Arbitration from
1926 to 1930; appointed Chief Justice of the United States by President Hoover
in 1930, serving as the nation’s leading jurist for eleven years.

“GLENS FALLS’ MOST DISTINGUISHED SON”
Year of Induction: 1984

SOLOMON NORTHRUP
1808 - 1863
ADIRONDACKS: The son of an emancipated black man, he was born in Minerva
in the Adirondacks; he was married on Christmas Day 1829 to Anne Hampton in
Fort Edward where they took up residence in the Old Fort House.
HIS WORK: He was employed on the Champlain Canal, entering into contracts
for transportation of timber to Troy; he and his wife took up farming in the early
1830’s then moved to Saratoga Springs where they were employed at the United
States Hotel.
SLAVERY: In the spring of 1841 he was duped into traveling to Washington, D.
C., ostensibly to join a circus; he was drugged and sold into slavery; spent the
next twelve years as a human chattel on plantations in the Bayou Boeuf area of
Louisiana.
EMANCIPATION: A letter telling of his situation reached Saratoga in 1852 and
was forwarded to his wife, then residing at Glens Falls; local residents petitioned
the Governor to procure his restoration. The State’s agent found him in
Louisiana in January of 1853, and he was soon reunited with his family here.
AUTHOR: He wrote his narrative, “Twelve Years a Slave,” in cooperation with
David Wilson, a local author. The book became a minor classic rivaling Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”

“A VOICE FOR FREEDOM”
Year of Induction: 1984

THE REV. DR. CHARLES OTIS JUDKINS
1868 - 1934
BEGINNINGS: Born in Bristol, New Hampshire, and educated at Wesleyan
University and Boston Theological Seminary; married Eva Austin in 1897;
together they raised five children.
PASTOR: Jointed the Vermont Conference as a Methodist minister in 1896;
transferred to Troy Conference and was called to Christ Church, Methodist, in
Glens Falls in 1902; reappointed each year, contrary to common practice, at
insistence of his congregation, rendering 32 fruitful years of service.
BUILDER: Five years after his arrival, Christ Church’s sanctuary and manse
were built and dedicated, free of debt; membership tripled; a large endowment
fund was collected to maintain the church and program; he encouraged a
Church School, Men’s Bible Class and Weekday School of Religion.
SERVICE: A dynamic preacher, counselor and de voted pastor, he was in great
demand for lectures on literature, psychology and religious education; worked
diligently in Glens Falls for many social issues, including prohibition, reduction
of immorality, improvement of police strength, and elimination of racial bigotry;
elected trustee of Wesleyan University; served as delegate to the General
Council of Methodist Church.

“PASTOR, REFORMER, LEADER, TEACHER”
Year of Induction: 1984

EVA AUSTIN JUDKINS
1874 - 1948
EARLY LIFE: Born in Yonkers, New York, she was graduated Phi Beta Kappa
from Wesleyan University; soon married the Rev. Dr. Charles O. Judkins and
came with him to Glens Falls.
COMMUNITY SERVICE: A founder and later president of Friends in Council, a
small group of women concerned with intellectual pursuits; her leadership as a
charter member of the Glens Falls Club of College Women led the group to
involvement in numerous community activities and a scholarship program for
young women. For many years she was a Trustee and officer of Crandall
Library, taught classes in art and literature and assisted in raising money to
purchase children’s books.
CIVIC ACTIVIST: As a forty-year member and director of the Women’s Club, she
lectured, managed study groups and worked for the establishment of Girl
Scouts, a Working Girls’ Club, Americanization classes and a visiting nurse
program. She was a leader in movements for improving city refuse collection
and for opposing billboards.
EDUCATOR: The first women to serve on the Glens Falls Board of Education,
she was elected in 1918 and performed with distinction until 1948, including
three years as President. She encouraged introduction of literature, domestic
science, manual training, music and art into the curriculum; and was an
organizer of the School Boards Association of New York State. Colleagues and
citizens identified her as a “positive force on the Board.”

“AN ABIDING INFLUENCE FOR GOOD”
Year of Induction: 1984

LOUISA YEOMANS KING
1863 - 1948
EARLY LIFE: Born and raised in New Jersey; daughter of a Presbyterian
minister; married Francis King, son of a wealthy Chicago merchant; raised three
children.
GARDENER: Moved to Alma, Michigan, and planted her first garden at their
home, the Orchard House, to test horticultural theories; shared findings through
many magazine articles.
AUTHOR AND LECTURER: Wrote nine volumes dealing with aesthetic and
design principles of gardening; attained international recognition as a
horticultural lecturer.
ORGANIZER: Organized the Garden Club of Michigan and served as President
of the Woman’s National Farm and Garden Club from 1914 to 1921; encouraged
establishment of many garden clubs in this country; elected a fellow of the Royal
Horticultural Society of England.
WASHINGTON COUNTY: Upon death of her husband in 1927, moved to South
Hartford and opened her home “Kingstree”; instituted and conducted the annual
Farm and Garden Day there; died after two decades of a happy and productive
life in Washington County.
NATIONAL MEMORIAL: “The Mrs. Francis King Dogwood Garden” established
in her memory at the National Arboretum in Washington, D. C., by the Woman’s
National Farm and Garden Club.”

“PATRON SAINT OF AMERICAN GARDENERS”
Year of Induction: 1984

GEORGE F. UNDERWOOD
1844 - 1923
EARLY LIFE: George F. Underwood was born in the Town of Horicon, Warren
County, the son of Christopher and Mahala (Griffin) Underwood.
EDUCATION: He attended the public schools of Fort Edward and the Fort
Edward Collegiate Institute. He graduated in 1867 from Eastman Business
College in Poughkeepsie.
LUMBERING BUSINESS: He was general manager of the lumbering business of
Bradley and Underwood at Fort Edward for 14 years and then headed the
Bloomingdale lumber firm at Sandy Hill.
TIMBER KING: Began his own lumbering operations in 1880, eventually
employing 400 men and 100 teams on his holdings in the Adirondacks.
INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY: He was a prime organizer and later
Woodlands Manager and President of the International Paper Company, one of
the nation’s most important businesses.
PHILANTHROPIST: He improved the lives of his fellow lumber and paper-mill
employees and citizens of Fort Edward plus surrounding communities through
generous contributions to public and private charities. Underwood Park at Fort
Edward memorializes that generosity.

“GENEROUS TO HIS FOLLOW CITIZEN”
Year of Induction: 1985

Keyes P. Cool
1795 - 1899
EARLY DAYS: Born in Vermont and educated in common schools there, he
served his country in the War of 1812, engaging in active combat at Plattsburg
GLENS FALLS: Moving here in 1828, he plied the trade of cabinetmaker and
builder, erecting the “Old Stone Church”, first Methodist house of worship in the
community. He was also the first hardware merchant in the village.
FIRST EXPORTER: He exported the first shipment of lime to be sent to market
from Glens Falls; owned and operated a line of canal boats running to New York
City, refusing to run his boats on the Sabbath.
SERVICE TO COMMUNITY: He held many offices of local government; chosen a
member of the original vestry of the Episcopal Church; presided at the first Civil
War meeting in town; when two companies of draftees were raised.

“HIS NAME STOOD FOR BUSINESS INTEGRITY”
Year of Induction: 1985

JOHN KEENAN
1809 - 1885
AN IMMIGRANT: Born in Ireland in 1809, he came to this country by way of
Canada in the early 1830s.
KINGSBURY: Worked on a farm at Smiths Basin, but became so ill that it was
proposed to send him to the poorhouse. By grit and determination, he regained
his health and repaid his employer for keeping him.
LIME BUSINESS: Started a small lime business on the farm, using an old tub
kiln, and eventually was able to buy a team of horses, a wagon and a canal boat.
The lime was peddled on the streets of Troy, and he bought groceries there,
which he peddled on the way home.
SOLID CITIZEN: Historians call him “a very important and influential man in the
business, political and community life of Glens Falls”; installed first stone
sidewalk in the downtown area; vigorously supported a municipal water system,
and the first reservoir was named for him; magnanimous to those truly in need.

“STIRRING, FORCIBLE, PUBLIC-SPIRITED”
Year of Induction: 1985

JEREMIAH W. FINCH
1827 - 1904

DANIEL J. FINCH
1834 - 1921

KINGSBURY: These brothers, sons of a lumberman, were born at the hamlet of
Kingsbury Street and later moved to Sandy Hill, today Hudson Falls.
SANDY HILL: Here they learned all about lumbering, eventually taking over their
father’s business. Jeremiah began as a “molasses boy” at the general store;
then took a year off to further his education at Poultney Academy.
GLENS FALLS: Coming to Glens Falls in 1863, they formed the partnership with
Samuel Pruyn two years later that resulted in today’s papermaking firm of Finch,
Pruyn & Company.
JEREMIAH’S CAREER: President of the Glens Falls National Bank for 29 years;
member of the Hudson River Boom Association; a leader of the Democratic
Party in Warren County; a personal friend of President Grover Cleveland.
DANIEL’S CAREER: Sold out his interest in Finch, Pruyn in 1880; he was an
organizer of the National Bank of Glens Falls, serving for over 48 years as a
director and a vice president at his death. He was a director of Glens Falls
Hospital and a member of the Cemetery Commission.

“INDUSTRIAL LEADERS OF GLENS FALLS”
Year of Induction: 1985

SAMUEL PRUYN
1820 - 1908
WASHINGTON COUNTY: Born at Cambridge, Samuel Pruyn received a districtschool education there and worked on the family farm.
LUMBERING BACKGROUND: Operated a lumber mill at Stillwater for three
years, then worked at a Michigan lumber camp for the Glens Falls firm of Cheney
and Arms.
GLENS FALLS: Moved here in 1855 and joined forces with Jeremiah W. and
Daniel J. Finch ten years later to buy the Glens Falls Company and form an
industrial partnership.
BUSINESSMAN: President of Finch, Pruyn at his death; director of both the First
National Bank and the Merchants National Bank; conducted stock farm in
Moreau; an owner of the Jointa Lime Company; prime mover in construction of
the Glens Falls, Sandy Hill and Fort Edward Railway.
AIDED FELLOW CITIZENS: As Glens Falls Trustee, active in fight to establish
municipal water supply; as member of Board of Education, worked for
construction of modern schools; built over 50 homes for persons of little means;
helped many young persons get a start in business.

“A MAN OF COMPASSION, ENERGY AND FORESIGHT”
Year of Induction: 1985

Finch Pruyn & Company
Samuel Pruyn, Jeremiah W. & Daniel J. Finch
The Finch Pruyn partnership was formed in 1865 by Mr. Pruyn with two Finch
brothers, Jeremiah W. and Daniel J. It was war time. The lumber market was
booming and the partners found an opportunity to pick up a sawmill and water
power at the Glens Falls bridge on the Hudson River, largely on credit, and to
begin sawing spruce logs the Finches held in the river with more available from
lands at the confluence of the Indian River with the Hudson. Minor properties,
including limestone and marble quarry, and a grain business also went with the
venture. Over the following years this partnership prospered. In 1885 Daniel J.
Finch withdrew, in 1890 Jeremiah W. Finch died and his eldest son, George R.
Finch, an able and energetic man, started to take prominent part in the
management representing the Finch one-half interest equally divided among
three J. W. Finch children, George R., Jeremiah T. and Helen Foulds.
Early in the twentieth century the company was incorporated and the business
was expanded into the manufacture of newsprint. Ground was broken for the
building of a ground pulp mill and two paper making machines in the spring of
1904. Mr. Pruyn, over 80 years old, was eager to have a younger man in the
company to represent his family interests and at the same time he believed it
important to have a capable construction engineer to supervise the building,
development of the water power and installation of the pulp and paper
machinery. He saw in his son-in-law, Mauruce Hoopes, the ideal man for both
jobs and persuaded him to come to Glens Falls and resign from the engineering
firm of J. G. White & Co. in New York City. Mr. Hoopes had been trained as an
electrical engineer at Cornell and specialized in electrical railroads.
On January 12, 1906 George Finch died after a short illness and Mr. Pruyn took
the presidency at age 85, which he held until his death on December 24, 1908

FRANK A. JUCKETT
1883 - 1957
EARLY LIFE: Resided in Nebraska until the untimely death of his father, when
his family moved to Clemons, Washington County. He attended schools at
Dresden, New York, and West Haven, Vermont.
AVID READER: Mr. Juckett tried to read something of importance each day of
his life. He became proficient in engineering, finance, business administration,
history and literature through night-school and correspondence courses.
FIRST EMPLOYMENT: He worked as a boatman and cook’s helper at Huletts
Landing, as a night relief telegrapher along the Delaware and Hudson Railroad’s
Champlain line, and later in other telegraph and railroad positions. As a youth,
he invented an automatic electrical typewriter, forerunner of the teletype
machine.
PAPER BUSINESS: Employed for ten years as a salesman for Strathmore Paper
Company, he later organized the Old Colony Envelope Company and
rejuvenated the Hurlbut Paper Company.
SANDY HILL: Beginning in 1936, he rebuilt the Sandy Hill Iron and Brass Works
at Hudson Falls from near bankruptcy to a successful builder of paper mill
machinery with an international reputation. The firm has attained national
recognition for its defense efforts and is noted for extra-ordinary interest in the
welfare of its employees.
HONORS: Mr. Juckett received an honorary degree from Norwich University,
having long served as a Trustee of the military college. An engineering hall
there has been named in his memory.

“REBUILDER OF THE SANDY HILL CORPORATION”
Year of Induction: 1985

THE REV. RUSSELL M. LITTLE
1809 - 1891
EARLY LIFE: Born at Middlefield, Mass., the son of Russell and Sarah (Mack)
Little, he was educated in the common schools of that town and at Wilbraham
Seminary.
METHODIST PREACHER: At the age of 19 he began travels as a probationary
itinerant for the Methodist Episcopal Church. He obtained his license and held
pastorates in several states, the last at Glens Falls in 1839.
LOCAL BUSINESSMAN: He undertook mercantile and manufacturing positions
here, including a local insurance agency. Because of ill health, he moved to
Easton, Pennsylvania, in 1840.
GLENS FALLS INSURANCE COMPANY: Returning in 1842, he organized the
Glens Falls Dividend Mutual Insurance Company, serving as manager,
secretary, general agent and adjuster. The company was reorganized in 1864
on a stock basis, and he served as President until his death. Became a strong
business, that owed more to Mr. Little than to any other man. The company, now
a part of Continental Insurance, has long been basic to the economy of the Glens
Falls area.
PUBLIC SERVANT: He was elected to the New York State Senate in 1861,
served as a Presidential Elector in 1878 and was a delegate to the National
Republican Convention of 1880.

“THE EMBODIMENT OF RUGGED INTEGRITY SIMPLICITY,
AND OVERFLOWING KINDLINESS”
Year of Induction: 1985

COLONEL JOHN L. CUNNINGHAM
1840 - 1924
EARLY YEARS: Born at Hudson and raised on a farm at Willsboro, he clerked in
a law office at 18, graduated from Albany Law School and was admitted to
practice at 21, opening an office at Essex.
MILITARY SERVICE: Enlisted in the “Adirondack Regiment” for Civil War service
in 1862 and within three years was promoted to rank of Lieutenant Colonel by
President Lincoln.
THE LAW: He resumed his work as an attorney after the War and was appointed
U.S. Collector of Internal Revenue for Clinton, Essex and Warren Counties, with
headquarters in Glens Falls.
INSURANCE: He was temporarily employed by the Glens Falls Insurance
Company in 1869, to assist in field operations. The “temporary” service
continued until 1924, during which time he served as Secretary for 23 years and
as President from 1892 until his retirement. A strong mutual friendship and
esteem existed between “the Colonel,” as he was affectionately known, the
Glens Falls staff and the insurance industry.

“THE MAN BEHIND THE OLD AND TRIED”
Year of Induction: 1985

DOUGLASS CROCKWELL
1904 - 1968
EARLY YEARS: Born in Columbus, Ohio; attended schools in St. Louis, Missouri;
received bachelor’s degree from Washington University in 1926.
ART EDUCATION: Attended American Academy of Art in Chicago and the St.
Louis School of Fine Arts; studied abroad on summer fellowships.
GLENS FALLS: Settled in Glens Falls and from his studio on East Sanford Street
painted illustrations and commercial art that appeared regularly in The Saturday
Evening Post and other national media for many years; completed more than 450
full-page illustrations that have been reprinted millions of times.
AWARDS: St. Louis Artists Guild, 1931; New York Art Directors Award, 1942,
1944-45, 1947; Los Angeles Art Directors Award, 1957.
CREATIVITY: Made prize-winning experimental films distributed by the Museum
of Modern Art; developed pan-stereo camera; invented mutoscope for
visualization of physical theories.
PUBLIC SERVICE: Served Glens Falls on the Board of Education, Planning
Board, Chamber of Commerce, YMCA and Mohican Boy Scout Council.

“MASTER OF CONVENTIONAL AND
EXPERIMENTAL ART”
Year of Induction: 1987

ANNA MARY ROBERTSON MOSES
1860 - 1961
EARLY YEARS: Born in Town of Easton, Washington County, one of ten children
in a farm family; left home at age twelve to earn a living as a hired girl; married
Thomas Solomon Moses in 1877 and moved to Virginia; ten children born
between 1888 and 1903; only five survived; settled on a dairy farm in Eagle
Bridge, near her birthplace, in 1905.
FIRST EFFORTS: Made painting her career when, as a 78-year-old widow,
arthritis kept her from making yarn pictures; never had formal painting lessons.
PAINTING CAREER: Early paintings sold at the W. D. Thomas Pharmacy at
Hoosick Falls for $3 to $5. A prominent art collector recognized her talent,
purchasing all the paintings he could get; the first show of Moses paintings,
“What a Farmwife Painted”, held in New York City in 1940; the Herald Tribune
review name of “Grandma Moses” became instantly popular; she painted more
than 1500 pictures in the last 23 years of her life. Her paintings were displayed
in Austria, Germany, Switzerland, Holland, France and Russia; her work is on
permanent exhibition at the Bennington Museum in Vermont.
LAST YEARS: Grandma Moses painted until 1961; she died at the age of 101 and
is buried in Hoosick Falls, New York.

“YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD”
Year of Induction: 1987

GEORGE C. MERRILL
1846 - 1925
QUEENSBURY: Born in 1846 in the Town of Queensbury; father ran a powder
making business on Factory Hill, Ridge Road; John and Catherine Merrill,
mother and father of George, are buried in Rice Cemetery at South Glens Falls.
ENLISTMENT: When Civil War broke out, George was only 15 years old; by 1864
he was old enough to enlist; now a resident of Moreau, he signed up in
Schenectady and was assigned as a private to Company I, 142nd Regiment, New
York Infantry; no record exists of his early action in the war.
CITATION FOR HEROISM: In the battle of Fort Fisher, North Carolina, on
January 14, 1865, he voluntarily advanced to the head of a column under heavy
fire to cut down the palisading of the fort, opening the way for troops to
advance; for his extraordinary valor he was awarded the Medal of Honor on
December 28, 1914.
LATER ACTIVITIES: Upon returning to Glens Falls, became a cartman, and later
a trackman; he joined the E. M. Wing Post #147, Grand Army Republic; August
29, 1925, died at his home at 133 South Street and is buried in the Bay Street
Cemetery, Glens Falls.

“BRAVERY BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY”
Year of Induction: 1987

T/SERGEANT FRANCIS J. CLARK
1912 - 1981
EARLY YEARS: Born at Whitehall, son of James and Alice Clark; raised on family
farm in Salem and educated at Granville.
PATRIOTIC DECISION: Although eligible for farming exemption from World War
II draft, he chose to be inducted into U.S. Army, in March, 1942.
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE: On September 12, 1944, advanced with Company K,
109th Infantry, on the Siegfried Line; with disregard for own safety, single
handedly assaulted enemy machine gun nests which pinned down his platoon;
later took command of two leaderless platoons forcing the withdrawal of a full
company of armed Germans; despite wounds, continued his assault on machine
gunners the next day.
MILITARY HONORS: For heroism, received the Congressional Medal of Honor,
the New York State Conspicuous Service Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star and the
Purple Heart. In June of 1984, the Salem Legion renamed its post the Francis J.
Clark, CMH, Post 812.
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Held public office as Salem town supervisor, 1960-1966,
and as Salem village mayor in 1971. Was a lifetime member of the Salem
American Legion and the Greenwich Veterans of Foreign Wars.

“HE BELIEVED IN FIGHTING FOR HIS COUNTRY”
Year of Induction: 1987

OTHER MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS FROM
WARREN, WASHINGTON AND SARATOGA
COUNTIES, NEW YORK
THE MEDAL OF HONOR: The highest military award for bravery that can be
given to any individual in the United States. Sometimes called the Congressional
Medal of Honor, it is given personally by the President in recognition of
“individual gallantry at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty.” It was
first presented in 1863. Each of the armed services has set standards for
awarding this honor which permit no margin of error.
LOCAL RECORD: The Tri-County area has had twelve recipients of this award:
eight for Civil War heroism (1861-1865); one for gallantry during the Indian
Campaigns (1861-1896); one a special Congressional award for Admiral Byrd’s

Arctic Flight (1910); and two for bravery in World War II (1941-1945). Ten are
listed below.
World War II Award
Civil War Awards
LESTER ARCHER: Sergeant,
Company E, 96th Infantry; born in
Fort Ann, N.Y. for gallantry in
placing colors of regiment on fort at
Ft. Harrison VA. Awarded in 1865.
CHARLES F. CLEVELAND: Private,
Company C, 26th N.Y. Infantry; Born
in Hartford, N.Y.; carried colors
after bearer was shot, in Antietam,
MC. Awarded in 1895.
EDWARD FARRELL: Quatermaster,
U.S. Navy; Born 1833 Saratoga,
N.Y.; observed from masthead
during battle, U.S.S. Owasco;
observed enemy fire, 1863.

CHARLES READ: Seaman, U.S. N.;
Born 1840, Cambridge, N.Y.; In
charge of Navy howitzers on U.S.S.
Magnolia in battle of St. Marks, FL.,
1865.

CARLTON W. BARRETT, Private,
18th Infantry, U.S. Army; Born
Fulton, N.Y.; under fire in landing,
saved comrades at St. Laurent-surMer, France. Awarded Oct., 1944.
Indian Campaign Award
ROBERT B. SCOTT: Private,
Company G, 8th U.S. Cavalry; Born
in Washington Co. N.Y.; for gallantry
in action in Indian Campaigns,
Chiricahua Mts., 1869; awarded
Feb., 1870.
Interim Award
FLOYD BENNETT: Machinist, U.S.
Navy; Born 1890, Warrensburg,
N.Y.; with Byrd Arctic Expedition to
North Pole, first heavier-than-air
flight; Awarded 1910.

Civil War

WILLIAM H. WALLING: Captain,
142nd N.Y. Inf.; Born Hartford, N.Y.;
at Fort Fisher, N.C. returned
captured flag to fort during
st
ROBERT S. ROBERTSON: 1 Lt. Co. bombardment, Dec. 1864; awarded
K, 93rd N.Y. Infantry; Born Argyle,
March, 1892.
N.Y.; Corbins Bridge, VA., seized
colors and rallied retreating
HENRY SARTWELL: Sergeant Co.
regiment; awarded Aug. 1897.
D, 123rd N.Y. Infantry; Born
Ticonderoga, N.Y.; at
Chancellorsville, VA. 1863, severely
wounded, returned to battle:
awarded Nov. 1896.

“BRAVE AND GALLANT MEN WE SHOULD
KNOW AND REMEMBER.”
Year of Induction 1987 – Medal of Honor Winners Plaque

MERCH BRADT STEWART
1875 - 1934
BEGINNINGS: Born in Mitchell Station, VA; removed to Glens Falls residing with his
uncle, Merchant Bradt, on Warren Street. Graduated from Glens Falls Academy (1891)
where he took competitive exams for entry into the United States Military Academy at
West Point.

EDUCATION: Enrolled at West Point (1892), graduated in 1896 with the commission of
Additional Second Lieutenant. Affectionately known as “Babe” by classmates;
renowned for his personality, commitment to ideas, initiative and human spirit.
Returned to West Point in the celebrated positions of Commandant of Cadets (1923-26)
and Superintendent of the United States Military Academy (1926-1927).

LEADERSHIP: Possessing a natural ability to “command with ease,” moved through
ranks to Major General during a 40-year commitment to the military. Served at
Plattsburgh, The Philippines, Panama, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and France. Awarded Silver
Star for gallantry in action (1898). Distinguished Service Medal, French Croix de Guerre
with Palm, Victory Medal, and Legion of Honor. Devoted to the infantry, served on
Infantry Equipment Board (1909) and an author and lecturer on the subject.
Considered an “Adopted Son of Warren County,” led Memorial Day exercises in Glens
Falls in 1924.

“DUTY, HONOR AND COUNTRY”
Year of Induction 1991 Military Tribute

DANIEL E. SICKLES
1819 - 1914
BEGINNINGS: Born in New York City, removed to Glens Falls at an early age, received
instruction at the Glens Falls Academy. Always rebellious by nature, action between
professor and student prompted an early exit! Returned to New York to attend
University of the City of New York, continued a legal study and was admitted to the bar
in 1846.

POLITICIAN: Career marked by significant and controversial legal, political, and
diplomatic posts at local, state and national levels including: New York State
Legislature (1847), Corporate Counsel for New York City (1853), Secretary to U.S.
Legation to London (1853-55), State Senator (1856,57), Member of House of
Representatives (1857-61, 1892), and Minister to Spain (1869-73). Unsuccessful bid to
Congress in 1894 and questionable chairing of New York Monuments Commission
concluded public service.

LEADERSHIP: Began military career as Officer of New York State Militia (1852);
Colonel, 70th NY (1861), raised troops for New York’s “Excelsior” Brigade. Recognized
during the Civil War with commands at The Peninsula Campaign, Antietam-Sharpsburg,
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville; at Gettysburg led III Corps, serious injuries during
battle brought about an abrupt end to active service. Retired from Regular Army
(1869). Returned to his boyhood home at Glens Falls as an honored guest in celebration
of Warren County Centennial (1913). Hotel Ruliff proudly proclaimed itself as “General
Sickles’ Headquarters.”

“CONTROVERSIAL CIVIL WAR COMMANDER”
Year of Induction 1991 Military Tribute

HARRY RANDOLPH HOLMES
1922 - 1941
BEGINNINGS: Only son of Samuel and Doris Holmes; attended Hudson Falls schools,
active in football; father served during First World War.

MILITARY DUTY: Entered U.S. Navy on Jan. 1, 1941; received training at Newport and
Great Lakes Training Centers and at the Ford School in Dearborn, Michigan graduating
as an Apprentice Machinist Mate. Served as Fireman Third Class on the S.S. Oklahoma
at time of Pearl Harbor attack. Following an exhaustive search, was declared as having
lost his life in service to country on December 7, 1941.

TRIBUTES: First Hudson Falls resident to give his life in World War II; Memorialized by
family, clergy and community including Hudson Falls Post American Legion and
Auxiliary, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Auxiliary, and Sons of the Legion of Hudson
Falls. “This young man who was once a part of us laid down his life in defense of his
country and for its preservation of democracy.”

“PEARL HARBOR HERO”
Year of Induction 1991 Military Tribute

CAPTAINS AND STEAMBOATS OF LAKE GEORGE 18171987
HISTORY: In early 19th century, Lake George residents depended on
transporting life’s necessities by flat-bottomed boats; appearance of first
steamboat on Lake George in 1817 changed this; the number of steamboats
increased as population grew; Delaware and Hudson Railroad carried materials
and supplies to dock at south end of Lake in 1882; steamboats carried supplies
to lakefront communities; contributed to opening the Adirondacks, forming
transportation link between Canada and New York.
FAMOUS STEAMBOATS: Early, well-known steamboats that plied waters of
Lake George were: the Minne-ha-ha (1857-1877); the Horicon (1877-1911); the
Ticonderoga (1884-1901); and the Mohican (1894-1908); two decades later, the
Sagamore (1902-1937); the Mohican II (1911) replaced older namesakes.
STEAMBOAT CAPTAINS: Captains played vital role in development of
steamboat transportation; cannot honor all captains who piloted steamboats on
Lake George, but tribute is paid to three distinguished captains.

“ALWAYS A DISTINGUISHED RECORD”

CAPTAIN ELIAS S. HARRIS
(1828-1906)
Born in Kingsbury, Washington County; removed to Lake George four years
later; learned navigation from father, Moses, who operated lumber scow; was
fireman on William Caldwell; piloted ill-fated John Jay; served 59 years as
captain on Minne-Ha-Ha, Horicon I, Sagamore, Ticonderoga I.

CAPTAIN WESLEY FINKLE
(1842-1920)
Born and raised on shores of Lake George; described occupation in 1865 as
“fisherman”; distinguished captain of Mohican I; half lifetime spent navigating
waters of Lake George of officer of Lake George Steamboat Company.

CAPTAIN ALANSON FISHER
(1875-1961)
Born in Fort Ann; first steamboat experience was deckhand on Mohican I; took
Mohican II on maiden voyage; captained the Sagamore and magnificent Horicon
II; veteran of lake steam boating for several generations.
Year of Induction 1987 Steamboat Plaque

FLORENCE TOWLE BROMLEY
1881 - 1961
EARLY YEARS: Born in Westfield, Massachusetts; graduated from New Haven
Normal School with degree in physical education; taught physical education at
Floral Park, Long Island.
FIRST TROOP: As Supervisor of Physical Education at the Lake George Union
School, she learned of Girl Scouting at a district meeting and immediately
organized a troop there; she was a friend of Juliette Low, founder of the
movement.
SCOUTING EXPANDS: Girl Scouting got under way in Glens Falls in 1919 with a
single unit of 56 girls; two year later, six more troops were organized, with Mrs.
Bromley leading several of them; by 1920, a regional organization was chartered
and Girl Scout Camp Watawah opened on the Bolton Road, Lake George.
ZONTA CLUB: The organization of Scouting programs for young women let Mrs.
Bromley to develop an executive service organization for business and
professional women with the founding of the Glens Falls Zonta Club in 1924,
largely through her effort; the group has continued as a positive force in the
community.

“ORGANIZER OF GIRL SCOUTS AND ZONTA CLUB”
Year of Induction: 1987

FLOYD D. BENNETT
1890 - 1928
EARLY LIFE: Born at North Caldwell, Warren County; resided with an aunt on
Harrington Hill, Warrensburg, working on her farm.
EDUCATION: Attended Warrensburg schools; worked in the woods for a year;
took automotive course in Schenectady; worked at Hague and at garage in
Ticonderoga, becoming part owner.
U.S. NAVY: Enlisted in 1917 and trained as air pilot; served as instructor in air
mechanics at Hampton Roads Base, Norfolk, Virginia, during World War I; rated
by his superiors as one of the most capable men in the service.
NORTH POLE: Named by Commander Richard Byrd as second in command for
Arctic expedition in May of 1926; Bennett was pilot for the first flight ever over
the North Pole; a broken oil line during the trip threatened to bring failure but
was overcome, largely because of Bennett’s efforts.
RECOGNITION: Personally decorated with Congressional Medal of Honor by
President Calvin Coolidge for the achievement; given tremendous public ovation
upon return to Warren County in June of 1926; airfields in Brooklyn and Warren
County were named for him, as was the plane that Byrd used on his South Pole
flight.
LATER FLIGHTS: Commander Byrd chose Bennett as second in command for
proposed flight to Paris in 1927, but Bennett was injured when the plane fell
during a trial; after recuperation and to the time of his death, Bennett had
expected to assist Byrd in the historic flight to the South Pole.

“MONARCH OF THE AIR”
Year of Induction 1988

DR. SHERMAN WILLIAMS
1846 - 1923
EARLY DAYS: Native of Cooperstown, New York; graduated from Albany Normal
School in 1871; taught in rural district at Little Neck, Long Island, in 1874; later
in Flushing, where he was science teacher, high school principal and
superintendent.
GLENS FALLS: Appointed superintendent of Glens Falls schools in 1882;
organized many small districts into Union Free School District.
BUILDING PROGRAM: Launched drive to improve system; School No. 1 built on
Glen St., opened in 1884, rebuilt as High School; School No. 2 built in 1891 at
South and Broad Sts.; School No. 3 built in 1897 on Ridge St.
STATE POSITIONS: Took teacher-training post with State Education
Department in 1900; appointed state Librarian in 1912, serving until his
retirement; a founder of the New York State Historical Association, he twice
served as President.
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Dr. Williams was the guiding spirit in development of
Crandall Library, Glens Falls and a charter trustee of the Crandall Trust.

“BUILDER OF GLENS FALLS SCHOOLS”
Year of Induction 1988 – Education Plaque

ALEXANDER W. MILLER
1889 - 1978
EARLY LIFE: Native of Carbon, Pennsylvania; educated at Harvard and
Columbia; taught English at Portage, Wisconsin; superintendent of Scotia, New
York schools for eight years.
GLENS FALLS: Appointed Glens Falls Superintendent of Schools in 1927;
served thirty years; saw to building or remodeling of entire system, including
Junior High addition to Glen St. building; enlargement of Big Cross St. School;
construction of Broad St. School in 1930, Jackson Heights School in 1937, new
Senior High school in 1952 and Kensington Rd. School in 1957.
ESTEEMED EDUCATOR: Served as member of important state commissions
and as President of both State Council of Superintendents and Eastern Zone of
State Teachers Association; co-author of State publication on principles of
elementary education; oversaw transition from Union Free District to Glens Falls
City School District.
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Adirondack
Community College for ten years; president of Glens Falls Rotary Club; trustee
and secretary of Crandall Library; director of Glens Falls Savings and Loan
Association; advisory board member for Albany Savings Bank; president of
Glens Falls Historical Association; member of First Presbyterian Church.
HIS NATURE AND PHILOSOPHY: Avid fisherman and outdoorsman;
remembered for quiet sense of humor, forthright and intelligent manner;
believed that all children deserved the best educational opportunity.

“AN EDUCATOR’S EDUCATOR”
Year of Induction 1988 – Education Plaque

OLIVER W. WINCH
1873 - 1980
FAULTY PREDICTION: Oliver W. Winch was born at a wilderness home on the
Saranac River; he was ill as a child, and his grandfather foretold an early death
for the boy; defying his prediction, Professor Winch lived to the age of 107.
EARLY LESSONS: Attended a rural school established by his father; he
advanced quickly in his studies. He recalled: “In my early home, stern
necessities held us to a minimum; luxuries were rarely enjoyed; but I never went
to bed hungry nor into the storm improperly dressed; I had a strong faith I could
have anything if I earned it.”
HIGHER EDUCATION: Had no credentials but sought admission, to Plattsburgh
Normal School; gained advanced standing; attended college and taught school
on alternate years to graduate.
YEARS OF WORK: Secretary of the Yuma Lumber Company in Arizona, 19001903; taught in Clinton and Essex Counties, 1900-1903 and 1906-1920.
SOUTH GLENS FALLS: Hired by the District as high school principal in 1920;
served for six years then elected district superintendent; held post until
retirement in 1941.
POST-RETIREMENT: Served on the South Glens Falls Board of Education from
1941-1950; employed through World War II and later as accountant with the
Sandy Hill Iron and Brass Works at Hudson Falls; wrote, and published historical
works; established retired teacher organizations; active in church and
community; received honorary degree in 1973 and Alumnus of the Year
designation in 1975 by Plattsburgh State University of N.Y.; Oliver W. Winch
Junior High in South Glens Falls named for him in 1973.

“AN ESTEEMED LIFE OF MORE THAN A CENTURY”
Year of Induction 1988 – Education Plaque

DR. JOSEPH E. KING
1823 - 1913
BEGINNINGS: Native of Laurens, New York; went to work in a store when the
family finances dwindled; called a “precocious bookkeeper” when in his teens.
BOOKS: While working for merchant in Albany, he was given access to his
employer’s library and read avidly; moved to Pennsylvania with his family and
attended select school.
OHIO: Went further west to Ohio where he continued studies and taught in
district schools.
COLLEGE: Attended Troy Conference Academy in Vermont; graduated Phi Beta
Kappa from Wesleyan University in Connecticut; saved the valedictorian of his
class from drowning in the Connecticut River.
EDUCATOR: Taught at Vermont Conference Seminary in Newbury, Vermont;
appointed principal of boarding school at Fort Plain, New York.
FORT EDWARD: Named in 1854 as first principal and general manager of 500student Fort Edward Collegiate Institute; oversaw resurrection of school despite
destruction of five-story building by fire in 1877; he was guiding spirit of the
thriving Institute until it closed following a second disastrous fire in 1910.
ACTIVE CITIZEN: Charter trustee of Round Lake Association, engaged in
summer education there for 40 summers; director of the Glens Falls Insurance
Company and the Fort Edward National Bank; president of the Union Cemetery
Association.

“FORT EDWARD’S GREAT EDUCATOR”
Year of Induction 1988 – Education Plaque

MARCELLA SEMBRICH
1858 - 1935
EARLY LIFE: Born Prakseda Marcelina Kochanska in peasant cottage near
Lemberg, Poland; studied piano and violin with her father.
CONSERVATORY YEARS: Took studies at Lemberg Conservatory under
Wilhelm Stengel, later her husband; continued with violin and piano in Vienna;
studied singing with G. B. Lamperti in Milan; made singing debut at age of 17 in
Athens and immediately created sensation in music centers of Europe.
FRANZ LISZT: Told her “Sing for the world, for you have the voice of an angel.”
NEW YORK CITY: Made debut as Lucia on Metropolitan Opera House’s second
night in 1883; remembered as florid soprano with fluent technique and great
expressivity; returned in 1898 to sing 10 more seasons, for total of 253
performances; made 185 more performances on tour; retired after a gala there
in 1909.
MUSIC EDUCATOR: Taught at the Curtis and Juilliard schools and privately at
her Lake George summer studio; pupils included Antoine, Giannini, Gluck and
Mario; sang recitals until 1917.
WARREN COUNTY: Maintained summer home at Bolton Landing on Lake
George from 1921 until her death; studio today houses a grand opera museum.

“SHE TOUCHED NOTHING WHICH
SHE DID NOT ADORN”
Year of Induction 1988

LOUISE HOMER
1871 - 1947
BEGINNINGS: A native of Shadyside, suburb of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; she
was born to a musical family.
MUSICAL TALENT: Studied singing in Philadelphia and Boston; married noted
composer Sidney Homer, who was her harmony teacher; continued studies in
Paris in acting and singing.
GRAND OPERA: Made debut as Leonor at Vichy in 1898; sang at Covent Garden
and Brussels; U.S. debut as Amneris at San Francisco in 1900; debuted at the
Metropolitan in the same role in 1900.
LONG CAREER: Sang at the Met for 19 consecutive seasons, and again 192729; gave 472 performances in 42 roles, spanning the Italian repertory; she
exhibited a flawless contralto voice of easy power and richness to the end of her
career.
LATER YEARS: Sang with Chicago, San Francisco and Los Angeles opera
companies; following her Met farewell as Azucena in 1929, she continued to give
recitals; made numerous recordings.
LAKE GEORGE: Madame Homer, her distinguished husband and their six
children summered at Rockledge, Bolton Landing; later built a residence, called
Homeland, nearby; remembered for Sunday evening hymn sings at Homeland
and later at the Lake George Club; died at her studio in Florida; buried in Bolton
Rural Cemetery.

“A QUEEN OF SONG”
Year of Induction 1988

SENECA RAY STODDARD
1844 – 1917
EARLY DAYS: Born at Wilton, Saratoga County; went to Troy at age 19 and
learned the trade of railroad-car, sign and ornamental painting.
ARTIST: His work enhanced his artistic abilities. He was an accomplished oil
and watercolor painter; became interested in artistic photography.
CARTOGRAPHER: Appointed as cartographer and photographer of the first land
survey of the Adirondacks in 1872 by Verplanck Colvin; Stoddard’s first maps
were so excellent that they are still usable.
ADIRONDACKS: Published first guidebook to the Adirondacks in 1872 and
issued annual editions to 1911, text noted for literary style; sold these from his
studio in Glens Falls. His lectures were instrumental in establishment of
Adirondack State Park in 1892.
LAKE GEORGE: Published guide books and maps focused on Lake George; a
survey was accepted by the New York Hydrographic Department.
PHOTOGRAPHER: An artist with his camera, he took views not only of the
Adirondacks and Lake George, but of Alaska, the Holy Land; art historians rank
him as a foremost illuminist photographer.

“Through Stoddard’s Genius We See
The Beauty of Yesterday”
Year of Induction 1989

John Akin Ferris
1772-1840
BACKGROUND: Born to a Quaker family at the Oblong, Dutchess County, the
grandson of Reed Ferris, an original proprietor of the Queensbury Patent.
EARLY BUSINESSMAN: He moved from Dutchess County to Queensbury at age
22, having accumulated five hundred dollars as a hatter; soon built three
business sites on Glen St.
INNKEEPER: Erected a tavern in 1798, on the site of City Park; built in 1802 the
large Glens Falls Hotel, at today’s intersection of Glen St. and Hudson Avenue.
BUILDER: Constructed the first Glens Falls Select School on Ridge St.; built
major business building at the top of Glen St. hill.
CIVIC LEADER: Appointed postmaster of Glens Falls in 1808 and 1823; served
many terms as Queensbury supervisor, Town Clerk and School Commissioner;
served on the first Board of Union Church, 1807; chairman of the Vigilance
Committee, 1835; established the first lodge of Free Masons, 1809; upon
incorporation of the Village of Glens Falls in 1839, he was selected the first
President of the Board of Trustees.
PUBLIC DONOR: A historian wrote: “Mr. Ferris was a man of great liberality,
contributing freely of his means and efforts to every worthy public enterprise.”

“GLENS FALLS’ GREAT BUILDER,
PROMOTER, LEADER”
Year of Induction 1989

John Alden Dix
1860 - 1928
ORIGINS: Born in Glens Falls to a family that resided on Ridge St.; father and
family were prominent in real estate sales and the early black marble industry.
Dix and Lawton Avenues were named after their family.
EDUCATION: Attended Ridge St. School and Glens Falls Academy; graduated
from Cornell University in 1883.
WORK: In younger years, he worked as a farm hand and in machine shops in the
Glens Falls area; engaged with his father-in-law in lumber business at Thomson,
Washington County; later he developed wallpaper mills there; acquired forest
tracts of 17,000 acres for his mills; officer of Iroquois Paper, American
Woodboard and Moose River Lumber firms.
POLITICS: Delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 1904;
unsuccessful candidate for Governor in 1906 and Lieutenant Governor in 1908;
named chairman of the State Democratic Committee in 1910; founder of the
Democratic League.
GOVERNOR: Elected New York State Governor in 1910, and served full term;
advocated tariff revision, paring of government spending, and abolition of
protection for big industry; made automobile tours of the State to consult with
voters.
“GLENS

FALLS MAN WHO LED PARTY AND STATE”

Year of Induction 1989

NATHANIEL PITCHER
1777 – 1836
EARLY YEARS: Born in Litchfield, CT, he moved to the pioneer community of
Sandy Hill.
FIRST OFFICE: In 1806, at the age of 29, he was elected to the State Assembly
from Washington County; he again served from 1815 – 1817.
LOCAL POSITIONS: In 1812-1814 served as Kingsbury Town Clerk, Assessor,
Justice of the Peace, and Washington County Surrogate.
NEW YORK STATE GOVERNOR: Elected Lieutenant Governor in 1826: assumed
office of Governor upon the death of DeWitt Clinton on Feb. 11, 1828, acting until
Dec. 31, 1828.
PROFESSION: Despite limited schooling, he studied law, was admitted to the bar
and practiced at Sandy Hill; his career as Governor was noted for excellence of
judicial appointments, he was delegate to the State Constitutional Convention in
1821.
CONGRESS: Elected as a Democrat to the House of Representatives for three
terms. 1819-1821, 1821-1823, and 1831-1833.
MILITARY: Served as Brigade Major in War of 1812; commissioned as Lieutenant
Colonel of the 121st Regiment, State Militia, in 1815, became Brigadier General
of the 114th Regiment the same year.

“A Governor As Vigorously Independent
As He Was Rigorously Honest”
Year of induction 1989

WINIFRED S. LA ROSE
1917 - 1979
LAKE GEORGE: Native of the Town of Caldwell; lifelong resident of Lake
George; leader in community organizations.
BUSINESSWOMAN: Owner-operator of Lake George resort; corporate officer of
Howard A. LaRose Construction Company; director of First National Bank of
Lake George.
ADIRONDACKS: Producer of Adirondack films; saw to preservation of 19th
century camps in Hamilton County; adviser to Adirondack Park Agency study
commission; tireless in her efforts on behalf of the Adirondack-Hudson River
Association, the Adirondack Conservancy, the Association for the Protection of
the Adirondacks, the Adirondack Association and other regional groups;
donated the La Rose Campus, for use by the Dudley Observatory, Schenectady
in 1971.
CONSERVATIONIST: Named Conservationist of the Year in 1969 by the New
York State Conservation Council; member of the New York State Board of
Environmental Advisers; regional vice-president of the New York State
Environmental Planning Lobby; outspoken defender of the sanctity of the forest
preserve; active force on statewide coalitions for conservation legislation.
COURTHOUSE: Primary force behind saving and restoration of venerable
Warren County Courthouse at Lake George; building now home to the Lake
George Historical Association and other agencies.
GOOD CITIZEN: Worked diligently for Heart Fund, Lake George Historical
Association, and Warren County Children’s Committee; named citizen of the
year by Lake George Business and Professional Women and by Lake George
Rotarians; served New York State as the only woman member of the State
University of New York at Albany Foundation, Inc. during early 1970’s.
REMEMBERED: Monument dedicated to her memory at Battleground Park, Lake
George; Governor proclaimed August 21, 1980 as “Winnie La Rose Day” in her
memory.

“UNCANNY ABILITY TO GET THINGS DONE”
Year of Induction 1990

GLENS FALLS HOSPITAL
1897 - 1990
FOUNDING: Established in 1897 by Drs. R. Jerome Eddy, David J. Fitzgerald,
Thomas I. Henning, Fred G. Fielding, William J. Hunt, Dudley M. Hall, William M.
Rapp and Mr. Joseph A. Kellogg, all of Glens Falls; Drs. Henry C. Monroe and
James T. Park of Sandy Hill, and Drs. Silas J. Banker and William B. Mellick of
Fort Edward.
PARKS HOSPITAL: Solomon Parks donated home at 48 Park St. for hospital;
doors opened November 23, 1900; furnishing s and supplies donated by
community members.
HOSPITAL GUILD: Founded in 1903, this volunteer organization has
continuously donated furniture, supplies, equipment and even salaries in
service to the Hospital; the first gift was a horse-drawn ambulance.
PRESENT BUILDING: A new building was opened on the present site in 1910,
presently the North Wing; named changed to Glens Falls Hospital; additions
have been the South Wing in 1938, West Wing in 1950, East Wing in 1962, and
the new West Wing and front entrance in 1976.
DEPARTMENTS: County laboratory opened in 1911; children’s and maternity
wards added in 1916; morgue and autopsy equipment in 1922, metabolism
department in 1925; medical library in 1933, electro cardiology and
anesthesiology departments in 1936, prenatal clinic in 1947, dental clinic in
1950, intravenous department in 1955, inhalation therapy and occupational
therapy in 1965, cardiac care unit in 1966, burn care unit in 1967, emergency
care department and mental health unit in 1968, speech pathology and
psychiatry in 1971, mammography unit in 1972, and mobile dental unit in 1975.
PERSONNEL: Changed in staffing have included the hiring of the first social
worker in 1925, dental staff in 1929, bill collector in 1934, medical social worker
in 1940, pharmacist in 1941, and the volunteering of Candy Stripers in 1956.
INNOVATIONS: Operation of Nursing School at Hospital from 1903 to 1932;
purchase of X-ray machine in 1916; combined nursing program with Skidmore
College from 1922; selection of laboratory to distribute insulin to diabetics in
1923; establishment of blood bank in 1939, opening of the Guild coffee shop in
1963, ultrasound machine in 1975, computerized tomography scanner in 1980,
emergency alert network for elderly in 1983, family-oriented delivery suite in
1985, and mobile dental unit in 1990.

“RESPONDING TO YOU”

Solomon A. Parks, Donated his home on Park Street for the first community
hospital, named Parks Hospital.
T. Jerome Eddy, M.D., A leader in establishment of Hospital; founder of Glens
Falls Medical and Surgical Society.
Morris Maslon, M.D., First pathologist upon founding of Warren County
Laboratory in Glens Falls Hospital; former chief of staff of hospital.
Year of Induction 1990 – Glens Falls Hospital Plaque

MOHICAN COUNCIL, B.S.A.
1910 - 1990
EARLY HISTORY: The Boy Scout Program, founded in England by Lord Robert
Baden-Powell, was brought to America by Chicago Publisher William D. Boyce,
who happened on Scouting in London in 1909 when a Boy Scout performed a
“Good Turn” and helped him find an address. Boyce incorporated The Boy
Scouts of America on February 8, 1910 and the first national training camp for
Scout leaders was held at Silver Bay on Lake George in August. In September,
the Committee for Boys’ Work of the Glens Falls Chamber of Commerce: C. V.
Peters, Russell Carson, Coolidge Fowler, Arthur Pike and Rev. Lindsey Hadley
arranged for Rev. Hadley to attend a meeting in New York City addressed by
Baden-Powell. A month later, a 30-man planning committee met at the YMCA,
and then 250 boys gathered to hear about Scouting. Early in November 1910,
Troop 1 was organized by Rev. Hadley at the First Presbyterian Church, Glens
Falls.

MOHICAN COUNCIL: A Scouting coordinating committee was formed in 1919;
and the first professional director, hired in May 1920, started Camp
Wakpominee that year on Big Burnt Island, Lake George. “Warren County
Council” became “Glens Falls Council” in 1921 and Mohican Council in 1923. In
1931, two adjacent councils were absorbed to make up the present Mohican
Council, and Camp Wakpominee was established at its permanent location on
Sly Pond after several different rented locations. A committee of C. V. Peters, F.
B. Chapman and Charles Gelman arranged for and sought the funding to
purchase the original parcel.
IMPACT OF SCOUTING: In these 80 years, the character-development program
of local Scouting has reached over 100,000 boys. More than 20,000 have had
the training experience of Scout camp, almost 800 have achieved the coveted
rank of Eagle Scout and several have received national recognition for acts of
life saving heroism attributed to their Scout training.
LAWRENCE HARRIS: First Scout Executive of the area council (1920-1929). He
established a sound council organization and founded Camp Wakpominee.
ARTHUR P. NEWKIRK: Second Scout Executive of Mohican Council (19291939). He guided council consolidation and established a permanent camp
location.
WILLIAM R. GELDER: Longest tenured Scout Executive (1950-1966). He guided
acquisition of fund drive for major camp development.

“SCOUTING – THE CHARACTER FACTORY”
Year of Induction 1990 - Boy Scouting Plaque

Stars of Yesteryear

JOHN BOLES
1900 - 1969
Born in Greenville Texas; served as a U.S. Agent during World War I in Bulgaria,
Germany and Turkey; studied singing with Oscar Seagle in New York City and Schroon
Lake; came to Glens Falls in 1920’s and resided on Grove Avenue; taught voice and
first-year French at Glens Falls High School; directed the school Glee Club and worked
as volunteer to promote concerts here by serious musical groups; sang in the choir of
Christ Church, Methodist, later calling the Rev. Dr. Charles O. Judkins, pastor, as man
of greatest inspiration to him; starred in musicals on Broadway from 1923; chosen by
Gloria Swanson as her leading man in “The Love of Sunya,” silent feature of 1927 and
the first movie ever to play at the Roxy Theatre in New York; starred in first sound
version of “The Desert Song”; selected as leading man for Hollywood features of the
1930’s by Barbara Stanwyck, Kay Francis, Joan Bennett, Loretta Young and Rosalind
Russell; returned to Glens Falls in 1934 when “The Age of Innocence” with Irene Dunne
opened here; said, “I have always thought of Glens Falls as my second home”; back to
Broadway in 1943 to star with Mary Martin in “One Touch of Venus”; played a summer
engagement at Arrowhead Inn, Saratoga Springs, in 1946; last film was “Babes in
Baghdad” in 1954 with Paulette Goddard and Gypsy Rose Lee; retired from show
business to become a realtor an amass the largest collection of swing music in
Hollywood; died in San Antonio, Texas, where he had oil interests.

“GLENS FALLS MATINEE IDOL”
Year of Induction 1991 Stars of Yesteryears

EDWIN “POODLES” HANNEFORD
1891 - 1967
Born in a circus wagon in Barnsley, England to the fourth generation of the famous
Riding Hannefords; debuted at the age of five in bareback riding act with father;
became clown rider, with trademark of baggy pants, oversize shirt, fur coat and red
wig; discovered in London by John Ringling; starred in this country with Barnum and
Bailey, New York Hippodrome, Seils-Floto and Ringling Brothers circuses and on the
Keith Albee vaudeville circuit; made 40 eight-reel silent comedies in Hollywood; with
daughter Gracie, entertained U. S. troops in Alaska and the Aleutian Islands during
World War Ii; took character parts in spectacular movie westerns of the 1940s and
1950’s; appeared regularly on network TV in the 1950s, including the Ed Sullivan Show;
became a U.S. citizen; bought property on Kattskill Bay; built a home there and became
a long-time resident of the Town of Queensbury; died at his home on Lake George at the
age of 76; buried in Pine View Cemetery; elected to the Circus Hall of Fame in 1968.

“OUTSTANDING CLOWN RIDER OF THE CIRCUS RING”
Year of Induction 1991 Stars of Yesteryears

HARRY D. ELKES
1871 - 1903
A native of Port Henry, he moved with his family to Saratoga Springs and Montreal;
arrived at Glens Falls in early 1893 and learned to ride a bicycle in March of that year;
placed second in his first bike race at Saratoga on July 4, 1893; on amateur bicycleracing circuit for three years; won six-day race at Madison Square Garden; turned
professional in 1896, one of but three salaried racers in the nation that year; excelled at
events of from five to 50 miles, achieving world records for nearly all the distances
between those points; held the one-hour record for paced cycling in 1898, with 34
miles, 1,233 yards; in the same event in 1900 at Brockton, Mass., he broke the one-hour
record made at the Paris Exposition, achieving 39 miles, 1,045 yards; visited Europe

four times, winning on French, Belgian and German tracks; died May 30, 1903, on the
Charles River track in Cambridge, Mass., at the age of 25, when his bike tire exploded
and he was pitched underneath a pace car while trying to get out of the way of the other
racers; had set records in three events that day; it was to have been his last season, as
he was engaged to a Glens Falls girl and planned to study medicine in the fall; Elkes had
been the victim of a nearly fatal accident one year earlier on the Revere, Mass., cycle
track; admirers from Boston and New York erected a granite monument at his grave in
Glens Falls Cemetery.

“WORLD CYCLING CHAMP”
Year of Induction 1991 Stars of Yesteryears

MICHAEL H. (“PEGGY”) DONOVAN
1875 - 1960
Native of South Glens Falls; ranked as the greatest heel-and-toe walker of all time; was
dominant figure in sport the was enormously popular in America at the turn of the
century; “Peggy” set records at Westport, New York, in 1897 when he walked onequarter mile in one minute and 26 seconds, then one-half mile in just under three
minutes, both records attained on the same day; met English champion Matthew Powell
in 1898 and defeated him to gain the world professional title; won three–mile indoor
walk at Philadelphia in 1902 with time of 20 minutes, two seconds; during career, broke
all world records from 100 yards to ten miles; won 497 races; defeated 800 challengers;
crossed the nation as competitor several times, racing at Denver, St. Louis, Milwaukee,
Pittsburgh, Chicago, Philadelphia and New York City; said never to have refused a
challenge; at last event in Boston in 1903, individually took on a relay team of three men
in a three-mile race and won by 50 yards; he later served nearly 40 yards as Division
Superintendent of the Massachusetts Conservation Department; died at Beverly,
Massachusetts.

“AMERICA’S HEEL-AND-TOE CHAMP”
Year of Induction 1991 Stars of Yesteryears

CHARLES H. MILLER (“BRONCO CHARLIE”)
1850 - 1955
Born to the saddle in a covered wagon in the Sierra Nevada’s; later said his schooling
was limited to three weeks; rode for the Pony express at the age of 11 from
Sacramento, California, to Carson City, Nevada; later worked an Express relay between
St. Joseph, Missouri, and San Francisco for one year; twice wounded by Indian arrows;
then did hitches as Texas Ranger, ranch hand, Indian fighter and breaking wild horses;
traveled with Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show; intimate of Houston and Davie Crockett;
married a Glens Falls woman and operated a riding school here; moved to New York
City after the death of his wife; said he fought in any war he could get into; his offer to
enlist in World War II at age of 91 was refused; in old age, woodcarving was his major
occupation, making Indians, stagecoaches, and covered wagons; as a centenarian, he
wore cowboy clothes and had shoulder-length white hair with flowing moustache,
attracting national press attention; his recipe for a long life was: “Live right and be
friendly”, buried in Glens Falls Cemetery.

“LAST OF THE PONY EXPRESS RIDERS”

Year of Induction 1991 Stars of Yesteryears

SIG SAUTELLE
1848 - 1928
A native of Luzerne, born with name George Satterlee; began his working life as wagon
maker in Saratoga Springs, Glens Falls and Fort Edward; as a young man, joined the
Great North American Circus and became one of the best Punch-and-Judy men in the
side-show line; in 1882, operated the first big circus boat show, traveling the Erie Canal;
his circus became a wagon show in 1887 and a railroad show in 1901; at one time, the
Sig Sautelle shows included 22 railroad cars, seven elephants and a menagerie with 26
cages of wild animals; vivid Biblical scenes were painted on the animal vans; on
Sundays, Sig let the entire circus troupe as they marched sedately to the local church,
he traveled in a large touring car and enjoyed owning and wearing diamonds; spent
winters in Homer, New York, where he had farms and hotel holdings; at one time owned
and operated a tavern there made famous by the fictional David Harum; retired to Glens
Falls where he resided with the Newman Peabody family; in 1925 he operated an old-

fashioned wagon show here; died at the Peabody home and was buried in Union
Cemetery, Fort Edward.

“FROM PUNCH-AND-JUDY TO CIRCUS MAGNATE”
Year of Induction 1991 Stars of Yesteryears

EDWARD EVERETT HORTON
1887 - 1970
Born in Brooklyn; attended Oberlin College and Columbia University; chorus boy on
Broadway; played a variety of roles with stock companies in New York, Philadelphia,
and Portland, Maine; organized his own dramatic company in Los Angeles; starred
there in “Springtime for Henry,” a comic role he played more than 2,000 times over next
25 years on tour; appeared regularly in silent films including the title role in “Ruggles of
Red Gap” had role in “The Terror,” second full-length talkie from Hollywood; he worked
continuously in motion pictures for major producers, making more than 100 films
between 1922 and 1969; master of the grimace and the “double-take”; had “best friend”
role in six Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers musicals; toured the nation in stage comedies
“Present Laughter” and “Once Upon a Mattress;” his voice was heard on television in
“The Bullwinkle Show” and he appeared in such video series as “F Troop,” “The Cara
Williams Show” and “Holiday Hotel”; he was a long-time summer resident, with his
family, at Kattskill Bay on Lake George; last public appearance was before Rotary Club
of Glens Falls on August 20, 1970; entered hospital here, then returned to home in
Encino, California, where he died a month later.

“BELOVED COMIC OF STAGE AND SCREEN”
Year of Induction 1991 - Stars of Yesteryears

MONTY WOOLLEY
1888 - 1963
Given name of Edgar Montillion Woolley at birth in the Bristol Hotel, Manhattan, owned
by his father, who was also proprietor of the fabled Grand Union Hotel in Saratoga
Springs; as a boy, regularly met Lillian Russell, Sarah Bernhardt and other theatrical
luminaries in the salons of the two hotels; educated at Yale and Harvard, returning to
Yale as an English instructor; classmate was Cole Porter, the composer, with whom he
developed a lifelong friendship; served with National Guard in Mexican border
campaign, then in France during Work War I; left Yale in 1927 for Broadway, directing
many productions and making reputation as a wit, partygoer and man about town; to
Hollywood in 1937, soon roaring to film stardom as the crotchety Sheridan Whiteside in
“The Man Who Came to Dinner,” a role with which he was indelibly linked thereafter;
remained a film favorite for two decades in big-budget fare; starred in weekly NBS radio
comedy “The Magnificent Montague”; appeared on television with comedian Fred Allen
and on series “Eloise”; achieved enduring fame as a bluff and bearded character actor;
retired to home in Saratoga Springs; buried in Greenridge Cemetery in Saratoga.

“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER”
Year of Induction 1991 - Stars of Yesteryears

ARTHUR P. IRVING
1893 - 1981
EARLY LIFE: Born in Schenectady and moved with family to Glens Falls in 1894;
attended St. Mary’s Academy, reporting for The Post-Star; worked as an usher at the
Park Theater; after graduation from St. Mary’s, he was employed by the Hovey Fruit
Company; Finch, Pruyn and Company, paper manufacturers; and Loose-Wiles Biscuit
Company.
NEWSPAPER: Rejoined The Post-Star in 1917, rising steadily through the ranks to
become President and General Manager of the Glens Falls Post Company, which also
published The Glens Falls Times. He served in that position until 1971, when the two
dailies were acquired by Howard Publications, and he thereafter served as Publisher
Emeritus; was President of the American Publishers Association in 1946.
CHURCH AND COLLEGE: Life member of St. Mary’s Church of Glens Falls; active with
the Knights of Columbus and in affairs of Albany Catholic Diocese; awarded Doctor of
Letters by Siena College in 1960 for service on the Board of Trustees; invested in 1973
into Ecclesiastical Order of the Knights of Malta at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York
City.
PATRIOT: During World War I, served with U.S. Naval Reserves in Bureau of Naval
Ordnance in Washington, D.C.; organizer and long-time member of Glens Falls Post,
233, American Legion.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: Trustee and honorary Board member of Sunnyview Hospital
and Rehabilitation Center in Schenectady; long-time member and President of Rotary
Club of Glens Falls, receiving Charter Day Award for service; member of the Elks
Lodge; service on Board of Mohican Boy Scout Council and Warren-Washington
Chapter, American Red Cross; long-time member and President of the Glens Falls
Country Club and Senior Golfers Association; Director of the Glens Falls Savings and
Loan Association and the Albany Savings Bank; active with St. Mary’s Academy Alumni
Association.
RANCONTEUR: His public-speaking abilities were legendary; throughout his adult life,
he was in great demand as a master of ceremonies or after-dinner speaker; and he was
ever willing to oblige.
Year of Induction 1991

“GLENS FALLS’ OWN PUBLISHER”

Jeanne Robert Foster
1879 - 1970
ADIRONDACK ORIGINS: Born in the shadow of Crane Mountain at Johnsburg to a family
of humble means, she performed the hard chores of farm life and even assisted her
lumberjack father with skidding logs; taught district school at age fifteen; significantly,
her last book, published after her death, was Adirondack Portraits: A Piece of Time; she
rests today in the Chestertown Cemetery.
EDUCATION: Moved with family to Glens Falls, married insurance agent Matlock Foster,
and took courses at the Athenaeum and Mechanic School in Rochester and StanhopeWheatcroft Dramatic School in New York City; then Boston, attending Boston University
and Harvard.
BEAUTY: Employed in New York City as fashion editor for the Hearst newspaper; posed
for artists and leading magazines, including Vanity Fair.
REPORTER AND EDITOR: Journalism career began with work for the Boston American
and American Review of Reviews, where she latter served as literary editor; became
editor of the Transatlantic Review in 1922.
POET: Developed close friendship with John Butler Yeats, Irish writer and father of
William Butler Yeats; she published three books of poetry and was called one of the
three leading American women poets in 1923; became close friend of James Joyce, T.S.
Eliot, Madox Ford, Ezra Pound and the younger Yeats, all literary greats.
ART COLLECTOR: She was long associated with John Quinn, lawyer and art patron, in
assembling significant collection of French art in America; traveled through Europe and
enjoyed friendships with artists Picasso, Brancusi and Derain; received honorary
doctorate from Union College at 91 for her role in development of modern art and
literature.
SOCIAL WORKER: Her family had moved from Glens Falls to Schenectady, and Jeanne
moved there in 1929; served as head of the Municipal Housing Authority from 1938 to
1955; established first New Deal housing project in the nation; named Senior Citizen of
the year in 1959.

“WOMAN FOR ALL SEASONS FROM
THE ADIRONDACKS”
Year of Induction 1991

WILLIAM McECHRON
1831 - 1906
EARLY LIFE: Born to David and Hannah Livingston (Selfridge) McEchron near
Schuylerville, where his father worked on the Champlain Canal: family moved to Fort
Edward when William was eight; he attended common schools there.
ARGYLE: Attended the Argyle Academy for two terms; worked in a store for tuition and
board; labored summers as a tow boy on the Champlain Canal.
EARLY WORK: Handled luggage in the baggage room at the Fort Edward railroad
station; labored in the lumberyard of the Hodgman Paper Company for thirteen dollars a
month.
LUMBERING: At nineteen, worked for Bradley and Underwood, a fast growing lumber
company at Fort Edward; sent to the Adirondacks as foreman in charge of a gang of
lumberjacks, logging in the woods and helping with the summer drives down the
Hudson River; resided at Wells and Northville; in later life, president of the Norwood and
St. Maurice lumber companies.
BUSINESS: Became partner in the lumber business of James Morgan at Glens Falls, the
firm becoming one of the largest lime and lumber companies in New York State, later
acquired by International Paper; he was named a Director of the First National Bank of
Glens Falls at the age of thirty-four, later serving as President for seven years; active as
Director of the Glens Falls Insurance Co. and the Terra Cotta Works.
CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY AND STATE: Served as Glens Falls Village President,
establishing modern water system; named to New York State Commission on the Indian
River Dam; appointed by Governor Black to the Canal Investigating Commission, whose
work resulted in reform of the canal system; Glens Falls fire chief in 1874.
ASSISTANCE TO YOUTH: Served on Glens Falls School Board and as president of the
Glens Falls Academy trustees; taught Sunday School at the Methodist Church for thirty
years; instrumental in founding of the Glens Falls YMCA in 1887, serving as Director
until his death; a gymnasium and swimming pool were built at the “Y” as a memorial to
him.
PHILANTHROPIST: Donated funds for building of the Glens Falls Home for Aged
Women; made numerous and substantial gifts to churches, schools and hospitals of his
own and other communities; insisted that his gifts should be unaccompanied by his
name.

FAMILY: Married Sarah Elizabeth Carswell of Fort Edward; had daughters Margaret,
Bertha, Caroline and Elizabeth; the family has continued his spirit of generosity to the
community.

“A SELF-MADE MAN WHO CARED FOR OTHERS”
Year of Induction 1992

THOMAS WAKEFIELD GOODSPEED
1842 - 1927
BACKGROUND: Descendant of the Goodspeed, Millard and Johnson families of early
Queensbury; Stephen Goodspeed, his father, was a blacksmith and the founder of
Goodspeedville, early name for West Glens Falls; Jane (Johnson) Goodspeed, his
mother, was religiously zealous, the first person to join the First Baptist Church of Glens
Falls on profession of faith.
ILLINOIS: Moved to Illinois with parents in 1855; student at Knox College at age of 15,
when he heard Abraham Lincoln debate with Stephen A. Douglas; later served as
officer of honor guard at the funeral of Senator Douglas.
EDUCATION: Finished college course at University of Rochester in 1863; completed
seminary studies at Rochester in 1866.
MINISTER: Served first as pastor of Baptist church in Quincy, Illinois; moved to Chicago
in 1871 to join his brother, Edgar J. Goodspeed, in pastorate of Second Baptist Church,
experiencing the great fire of that year.
CHICAGO: Religious and educational leader in Chicago for 56 years; became secretary
of Baptist Theological Seminary there in 1876, and saw that institution succeed while
the old University of Chicago dwindled and failed; he was instrumental in interesting
John D. Rockefeller in significant support if the Seminary.
NEW UNIVERSITY: Envisioned a major university for Chicago, suggesting the concept
to Rockefeller in 1886; Dr. Goodspeed was called to head a committee to finance such a
project; he was one of the six incorporators signing the charter for University in 1890;
University of Chicago soon rivaled Harvard as institution of excellence; Goodspeed was
first Secretary of the Board of Trustees, holding office until 1913; served for many years
as Registrar of the University; named Historian upon his retirement from the
administration in 1926.
AUTHOR: Published two histories of the University, two volumes of biographical
sketches of leading figures in Chicago history, two biographies of leading educators,
and a history of his church.
FAMILY: Married Mary Ellen Ten Broeke of Panton, Vermont; sons were Charles, a
prominent attorney, and Edgar J., nationally renowned Bibical scholar, translator of
Goodspeed Bible.

“MAN BEHIND THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO”
Year of Induction 1992

Mother Maria Catherine De’Ricci
1845 - 1894
BACKGROUND: Born as Lucy Eaton Smith in Brooklyn to Edwin and Adelia O.
(McIntyre) Smith; her father was Presbyterian; her mother had no religious affiliation.
FORT EDWARD: Spent much time, as a girl, at her mother’s family home in Fort Edward;
influenced by her grandmother’s deep religious sentiment; baptized at St. James
Episcopal Church.
CONVERSION: Her family moved close to St. Vincent DePaul Catholic Church in
Manhattan; Lucy was initially attracted to the church by the singing of High Mass; found
herself invariably drawn to approach the altar; received into the Catholic Church on
December 18, 1865.
EUROPE: Went abroad for period of assessment of values; visited many houses of the
Dominican Order of nuns; spent a year with Cenacle Sisters; joined lay branch of the
Dominicans in Oullins, France; professed in Santa Sabina, Rome, in 1876.
BACK TO NEW YORK: Sought to minister to women through retreats, but she was
denied permission by church authorities; joined Sparkhill Dominicans in caring for
orphans for a few months; returned to Fort Edward.
GLENS FALLS: With support of the Rev. Louis St. Onge, pastor of St. Alphonsus Church,
she opened school for children of the parish and moved into new convent June 21,
1880, having pronounced vows of poverty, chastity and obedience; she took the name
Sister Maria Catherine De’Ricci of the Heart of Jesus.
EXPANSION: Founded religious congregation with goal of bringing the Good News of
American Women through retreats; motherhouse and novitiate built in Albany in 1887;
community became affiliated with the Dominican Order in 1889 on the 100th anniversary
of the organization of the Catholic Church in the United States; a second foundation was
established at Saratoga Springs in 1891; the order is today known as The Dominican
Congregation of St. Catherine De’Ricci. The motherhouse is in Elkins Park,
Pennsylvania.
LAST DAYS: Long suffering from tuberculosis, she died at the age of forty-nine, in the
fifteenth year of her congregation’s life; her strong courage and conviction had brought
a new way of prayer and service to the American scene.

“A RELIGIOUS PIONEER”
Year of Induction 1992

CHESTER ALAN ARTHUR
1830 - 1886
EARLY DAYS: Born in Fairfield, Vermont, eldest of seven children of children of Rev.
William Arthur, abolitionist Baptist clergyman from County Antrim, Ireland.
WASHINGTON COUNTY: Moved to Union Village (Greenwich), New York, attended new
academy there; headmaster reported him as “frank and open, genial disposition”.
TEEN-AGE POLITICIAN: During the campaign of 1814, fourteen-year-old Arthur and
friends erected ash pole in support of Henry clay and prevented dissenting youths from
toppling the pole.
HIGHER EDUCATION: Moved to Schenectady; attended Union College; member of Phi
Beta Kappa; taught school and studied law in a number of places.
ATTORNEY: Practiced law in New York City; earned high reputation by winning civil
rights cases that upheld the validity of the Fugitive Slave Law; secured equal rights for
free blacks on city’s streetcars.
CIVIL WAR: Served as New York State engineer-in-chief, inspector-general and
quartermaster general; outfitted and supplied all troops of the State, the largest unit in
the Civil War.
REPUBLICAN: Was named collector of the Port of New York by President Grant;
position was focal point of efforts by President Hayes to replace the spoils system with
a merit system.
VICE-PRESIDENT: Elected Vice-President on GOP ticket headed by James Garfield who
died Sept. 19, 1881 of gunshot wounds inflicted in Buffalo by a disgruntled office
seeker.
PRESIDENT: Championed civil service based on merit, resulting in the Pendleton Act of
1883; fought for justice in Star Route Frauds; vetoed Chinese exclusion bill;
restructured presidential cabinet; supported legislation to revamp the American Navy
to a modern fleet of metal and steam. Died in New York City in 1886 and buried in rural
Albany cemetery beside wife, Ellen Lewis Herndon.

“FROM BOYHOOD IN GREENWICH TO U.S. PRESIDENCY”
Year of Induction 1993

GEORGE F. BAYLE, SR.
1860 - 1939

EARLY LIFE: Native of Bald Mountain in Town of Greenwich, Washington County;
moved to Glens Falls at age of eight; attended Plank Road School on Glen Street.
FIRST WORK: At twelve years, worked in Glens Falls hardware store; joined B. B.
Fowler cleaning and waiting on customers; worked for time in New York City.
ENTREPRENEUR: Returned to Glens Falls in 1880; opened dry goods store, G. F. Bayle
& Co. on Glen Street, later the Boston Store; in 1894 became general manager of
Denholm-McKey in Worcester, Mass.; in 1897 named general manager of SimpsonCrawford department store in Manhattan.
CEMENT COMPANY: Became general manager of the Glens Falls Portland Cement
Company when he returned in 1902; oversaw doubling of plant capacity in 1918;
introduced “velo” process in Glens Falls; remained President of firm until 1933.
OTHER BUSINESSES: Became President of corporation that built the Queensbury
Hotel; arranged hanging of “Cooper’s Cave” painting above lobby fireplace; President
of First National Bank of Glens Falls; Director of Glens Falls Insurance Company and
Glens Falls Post Company.
CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS: Prime mover in construction of Westmount Sanitarium; served
on Board of Glens Falls Hospital and raised funds for building; trustee and benefactor of
St. Alphonsus Church; served as Grand Knight of Columbus when home on Warren
Street was constructed; played major role in deeding City Park to the municipality.
HOME AND FAMILY: Father of six children; owned 52 acres on County Club Road;
raised white leghorns; first to own six-cylinder Pierce-Arrow.

“A LEGACY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE”
Year of Induction 1993

SAMUEL NELSON
1792 - 1873
ORIGINS: Born in Hebron, son of John R. Nelson from Ireland, and his wife, Jane
McCarter, from Salem; Samuel worked on the family farm and attended school in
Hebron.
HIGHER EDUCATION: Went to Washington Academy in Salem at fifteen for two years;
attended additional year at Granville Academy; entered Middlebury College in Vermont
as a sophomore graduating in 1813.
LAW CLERK: After college, he clerked in the Salem law offices of John Savage and
David Woods; moved with Judge Woods to Madison County, N.Y.
ATTORNEY: Admitted to N.Y. Bar in 1817; opened law office in Cortland, N.Y.; named
postmaster of Cortland in 1820; served as presidential Elector for James Monroe in
1820; delegate to N.Y. State Constitutional Convention of 1821.
JUDICIARY: Named Judge of Sixth Circuit of N.Y. in 1823, Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court in 1831, Chief Justice of that court in 1837; Delegate to State
Constitutional Convention of 1846.
HIGHEST COURT: Nominated by President Tyler as Associate Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1845; became one of the most useful members of Court; recognized
as authority in fields of admiralty, maritime and international law.
LAST TASK: Named by President Grant in 1871 to negotiate settlements of claims
against Great Britain for assistance to Confederacy; protracted conference in unheated
room induced illness from which he never recovered.

“FROM HEBRON TO THE HIGHEST COURT”
Photo compliments of New York State Historical Association
Cooperstown, New York

Year of Induction 1993

ASA FITCH
1809 - 1879
ORIGINS: Born at Fitch’s Point, Salem, Washington County; his father was a physician
and served as County Judge and Congressman.
SCHOOLING: Took scientific courses at Rensselaer School in Troy; graduated in 1827;
obtained M.D. degree from Rutgers Medical College in 1829; served as assistant
professor of natural history for Rensselaer School.
PHYSICIAN: Labored as physician at Fort Miller and Stillwater, home of his wife,
Elizabeth McNeil; returned to Salem in 1838 to care for family estate.
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY: Was Secretary of Washington County Agricultural Society at
its organization in 1831 and President in 1848; engaged by N.Y. State Agricultural
Society to survey resources of Washington County and published a report in 1849.
LOCAL HISTORY: Gathered information on early settlement of Washington County
including accounts of incidents prior to the American Revolution; elected member of
the State Historical Society and honorary member of New Jersey Historical Society;
contributed much to the 1878 history of Washington County.
ENTOMOLOGY: Made intensive studies of insects and their impact on agriculture;
published over 100 articles in the field of entomology; was employed by the State
Agricultural Society from 1854 to 1872 to collect and name insects of New York for the
Cabinet of Natural History; wrote reports on finding and was recognized for his work in
France, Germany and Russia.
OTHER ACTIVITIES: Valued member of the United Presbyterian Church of Salem;
delivered address at Centennial of the Old White Church in 1864; was remembered as
gentle and unobtrusive in his work; never sought the applause of others.

“FATHER OF AMERICAN ENTOMOLOGY”
Year of Induction 1993

AUGUSTUS SHERMAN
1801 - 1884
Origins: Son of Ware Darwin Sherman and Anna (Canfield) Sherman of Arlington VT;
young Gus moved as child with parents to Kingsbury and then to Luzerne; his father
was a farmer and lumberman; the boy had one winter’s schooling in Vermont with rare
opportunities to attend classes thereafter.
Early work: As a lad, he drew lumber from Corinth, rafted it in cribs to the Big Bend of
the Hudson, thence carried it overland to Fort Edward; at the age of fifteen, he wagoned
lumber along to Albany, attending both sales and purchases.
Luzerne Enterprises: When but sixteen, he took charge of his father’s lumbering
business, working early and late with unflagging perseverance; he ran an old English
mill, with two saws, and a grist mill at Luzerne, still drawing and rafting lumber to
market.
Lumberman: In 1840, he undertook manufacture of lumber at the Feeder Dam,
Queensbury, on a larger scale; two years later he moved his operations to Glens Falls,
his lumber operations becoming more expansive year by year, assuming colossal
proportions; he invested heavily in timberland purchases in the Adirondacks.
Businessman: Placed the first boat for transportation on the Feeder Canal; first
president of the Glens Falls Paper Mill Company and of the Bald Mountain Lime
Company; eventually served either as trustee, director, manager or president of nearly
all of the monied corporations of the Glens Falls region.
Wealth: Financial head of the Glens Falls banking house of Sherman and Johnson;
president for 26 years of the Commercial Bank, now the First National Bank of Glens
Falls; he was ranked as the wealthiest man in Warren County; in later life; he built the
substantial Sherman Block, still standing on the west side of Glen Street in downtown
Glens Falls; he was consistently described as genial and kind hearted, a man of keen
judgment.
Family: His first wife, Nancy Weed, a schoolteacher by whom he had nine children, died
in 1848; he married, secondly, Charlotte Conkling, and had four children by her.

“Made His Fortune by Hard Work and Good Judgment”
Year of Induction 1994

JONES ORDWAY
1813 - 1890
VERMONTER: Ventured to Glens Falls from Strafford, Vermont, at the age of 19 with all
his worldly goods on his back; chopped wood for fifty cents a cord; later worked on the
canals.
NORTH COUNTRY: Moved to North River, Warren County, in 1840 and went into the
hotel business; had farming and lumbering operations there; amassed extensive
holdings of Adirondack real estate in four counties.
BUSINESSMAN: Organized the Morgan Lumber Company at Glens Falls in 1873, as a
successor to the 1834 Wing Mill; became Vice President of firm, which grew to be one of
the largest such undertakings on the Hudson river; also served as President of the
Glens Falls Gas & Light Company.
YMCA: Wrote check for $50,000 on January 14, 1890, for land and buildings of a Young
Men’s Christian Association “to meet the needs of young men and boys”; his three
requests for the property; (1) site at 26 Warren St. be secured for structure, (2) that the
building have a stone front, and (3) “Let the boys do something!”.
ORDWAY HALL: Through his generosity, Ordway Hall was opened with dedication
ceremonies at 151 Glen Street, two months after his death; modern building was lighted
with gas; it served as site of an extensive “Y” program for both young men and women
until 1969, when a modern $1.5 million family facility was opened in Crandall Park.
FAMILY: Married Clarrissa Chambers of Caldwell in 1835; their two children, Helen
Jeffers and William J. Ordway, each died in their early twenties; the Ordway home was
at 86 Warren Street, Glens Falls.

“A Leading Philanthropist of Glens Falls”
Year of Induction 1994

FERRIS GREENSLET
1875 - 1959
Roots: Born in a house on Ridge Street, Glens Falls, he descended through his mother,
Josephine (Ferris) Greenslet, from the pioneer Ferris and Wing families of Queensbury;
another ancestor was Jeffrey Cowper, settler at the abandoned French and Indian War
post on Halfway Brook; his father George B. Greenslet, was an insurance man who had
sole responsibility for adjusting Glens Falls insurance Company claims from the great
San Francisco fire of 1906.
Education: Attended local schools; graduated from Wesleyan University in 1897;
received Ph.D. from Columbia in 1899; his thesis on the work of Joseph Glanvill, an
exploration in thought and literature of the seventeenth century, was published by
MacMillan as the first volume in its Studies in English series.
Editor and Publisher: Served as associate editor of Atlantic Monthly; poetry critic of
New York Nation; co-editor of The Practical Cogitator, a favorite anthology; long-time
director and literary editor of Houghton, Mifflin Co. in Boston, retiring in 1942 after 35
years of service, his last position being vice president, general manager and editor-inchief of the Trade Department.
Literary Lion: Discovered for publication such manuscript treasures as My Antonia by
Willa Carter, Queed by Henry Sydnor Harrison, and The Education of Henry Adams; of
the 230 literary personalities described in Van Wyck Brooks’ New England: Indian
Summer, Greenslet personally knew 192; he once bested George Bernard Shaw in a
musical contest on penny whistles.
Author: Contributed to many outstanding magazines of his day; wrote biographies of
Walter Horatio Pater, James Russell Lowell and Thomas Bailey Aldrich; his
autobiography, Under the Bridge, published in 1943, paints a vivid and appealing
portrait of Glens Falls village life at the end of the 19th century.
Fisherman: Reputed to be well acquainted with the best salmon and trout streams of the
United States; contributed a wealth of material to fishermen’s magazines throughout
the world; acquired his love of fishing during days of his youth on Old Maid’s Brook,
Halfway Brook and Lake George.

“Glens Falls Boy Becomes Literary Lion”
Year of Induction 1994

FRANKLIN TANNER PEMBER
1841 - 1924
EARLY YEARS: Both are natives of South Granville, Washington County, and attended
Granville schools and the Fort Edward Collegiate Institute; they were married in 1868;
Franklin assumed charge of the Wood farm and cheese factory.
GRANVILLE BUSINESSES: An early enterprise was the raising and selling of fruit trees,
shrubs and flowering plants; Franklin served as director of Woods Specialty Company
and founded the Carver Company, manufacturers of tools and farming implements at
Granville; Carver firm credited with pulling the community out of the economic
depression of the 1870s.
NEW YORK CITY AND BEYOND: Franklin was partner in successful fur and skin
business in New York City; they invested in C. C. Stuart & Co., iron and woodworking
machinery dealers there; Franklin and Ellen acquired citrus groves in California,
eventually producing 80 carloads of citrus fruit per year; he was named president of
Citizens National Bank in Riverside, California; they invested in land and oil rights in
Findlay, Ohio.
BACK HOME: Ellen and Franklin built the Pember Opera House in Granville, which
served as the community’s premier retail, office and entertainment facility; he served as
president of the Farmers National Bank there; active in operation of Granville Electric
and Gas, Granville Telephone, and the Telescope Cotbed Company; trustee of the
Granville Baptist Church.

ELLEN WOOD PEMBER
1845 – 1924
Naturalist and Collector: Franklin made collecting trips to Ontario as early as 1862;
provided specimens for national collections; renowned for chrysanthemum varieties
propagated in Granville gardens; cited as an authority on the golden eagle and other
bird species; elected to membership in the American Fern Society; assembled private
collection of more than 9,000 specimens of birds, reptiles and mammals from around
the world.

Library and Museum: Franklin served as President of the Granville Free Library; later,
he and Ellen provided for construction of the Library and Museum, which was dedicated
in 1909; they then donated the land, building and contents to the Village of Granville; he
served as President of the Board of Trustees and Curator of the Museum until death.
Partnership: Ellen and Franklin worked as a team, assisting one another with their
enterprises but keeping their investments distinct; she made frequent trips to land
holdings in Minnesota, Dakota Territory and the Chicago area; together they traveled to
Europe and the Middle East; Ellen died on February 18, 1924; Frank died on April 6 of
the same year.

“Granville’s Great Benefactors”
Year of Induction 1995

H. RALPH KNIGHT
1895 - 1972
Glens Falls: Said that he was born with an instantaneous desire to write; son of Herbert
W. and Minnie Knight; grandson of a Glens Falls brewer who produced the popular
Knight’s Ale; Ralph grew up on Center Street, attending local schools; he later recalled
“fighting Indians” with other local lads at Cooper’s Cave, underneath the Hudson River
bridge.
Union College: Gradate of Union College, Schenectady, in 1917; wrote the school’s
“Dutchmen Song,” a classic still sung regularly by the students; continued work at the
Columbia University School of Journalism, later admitting that he flunked his final exam;
editor of The Chesterfieldian Magazine in White Plains in 1919-20.
The Post Star: Returned home to join the staff of The Post Star, daily newspaper in
Glens Falls, serving as sports editor for seven years and managing editor for fourteen
years.
The Saturday Evening Post: Moved to Philadelphia PA in 1944 to become a member of
the staff of The Saturday Evening Post, most popular general-circulation periodical of
the day; became editor of the house organ, “Inside Information;” made associate editor
in 1946; served as the magazine’s “back-of-the-book” and “cover box” editor, had
charge of short features; remained with the magazine until retirement in 1951.
His Writings: His by-line appeared above many Post short stories, articles and essays,
including hilarious analysis of such topics as the folly of exercise, fur coats that don’t
keep women warm, the ruthlessness of alarm clocks and the hazards of hobbies; of
interest to Glens Falls readers was a feature article on the eccentricities of his
hometown; his books included The Burr-Hamilton Duel, an historical account, and
Learning to Talk to the World Beyond, an exploration of the psychic world that was
controversial in its time.
Family: Married in 1923 to former Dorothy Weed; had daughter Joan and sons David
and William, and four grandchildren.

“A Glens Falls Man Who Loved To Write”
Year of Induction 1995

DAVID SMITH
1906 - 1965
Hoosier: Native of Decatur, Indiana; attended high school in Ohio, took correspondence
course from Cleveland Art School; attended Ohio and Notre Dame Universities; worked
in 1925 as riveter in Studebaker plant at South Bend.
Painting Studies: While supporting himself with a variety of jobs, became painting
student at Art Students League, New York City, in 1926-7, working in an abstract
surrealistic style; in 1931 attached objects of various materials to his works; attended
George Washington University in Washington, DC.
Virgin Islands: In 1931-2 made constructions with found and carved coral forms; did
initial freestanding wooden and painted constructions; sustained these experiments
with additions of soldered lead and iron forms to a wooden base; made first welded iron
sculpture in 1933, influenced by Picasso’s metal work.
New York City: Acquired studio space in Terminal Iron Works, Brooklyn, working there
for six years; traveled to London, Paris, Greece, Crete and Russia in 1935, becoming
interested in ancient art and numismatics; had first show at East River Gallery in 1938;
exhibited with American Abstract Artists and was employed by Works Progress
Administration.
Bolton Landing: Built studio at Bolton Landing during World War II, at which time he also
was employed as a machinist and worked on tanks and locomotives; his sculptures on
the meadows around his home there attracted art lovers and sightseers to the rural
site; returned to painting and to painting his sculpture in 1959.
Teacher and Author: Taught at Sarah Lawrence College, University of Arkansas and
Indiana University; his articles have appeared in Architectural Record, Tiger’s Eye, Arts
and Architecture, Art News and many other journals.
Reputation: First and most influential American Sculptor to realize potentials of
openwork in iron; tough imagery was molded by a strong fantasy, producing uncanny
figural conceptions, lyrical landscapes, militant birds, witty still life and foreboding
totemic images; his metaphorical imagery came from both machines and botanical
nature; awarded Brandeis University Medal of Lifetime Achievement in the Creative
Arts in 1964.

Death: Died in motor accident in Bennington, Vermont, on May 23, 1965. He was
mourned in both the art world and by his friends in Warren County; posthumous tributes
were many, uniformly deeming him one of the greatest sculptors of his time.

“PIONEER OF WELDED METAL SCULPTURE”
Year of Induction 1995

Physicians of Yesteryears

DR. BILLY J. CLARK
1778 - 1866
Born in Northhampton, Massachusetts; attended school founded by Col. Ephraim
Williams, who fell in action near Bloody Pond, Queensbury; moved with family to
Pownal, Vermont, where he worked as a farm boy, clerk and bartender in father’s
tavern; studied medicine in Pownal, Vermont, and in Easton, Washington County;
obtained physician’s license in 1799 and established practice in Moreau, Saratoga
County, arriving with all of his worldly possessions in two saddle bags; built up
extensive practice, treating patients for thirty years in the territory between

Schuylerville and Corinth; married Joanna Payne and built a home in the Moreau
neighborhood still known as Clark’s Corners; organized first medical society of
Saratoga County; served as Moreau town supervisor and school commissioner; elected
to the New York State Assembly; member of the Electoral College in 1848; witnessing
physical and moral ruin because of intemperance, Dr. Clark organized the world’s first
temperance group in 1808, the Moreau and Northumberland Temperance Society,
gathering neighbors and friends at Mawney’s Tavern to plant the seeds of a reform
movement that afterward swept the nation; left medical practice in 1833, moving to
Glens Falls and operating a drug store; moved back to his Moreau farm in 1851; after
his death the Billy J. Clark Division, Sons of Temperance, organized in Glens Falls.

DR. JACQUES GRUNBLATT
1910 - 1989
A native of France, he received formal medical training in Marseilles; served as
physician in International Brigades during Spanish Civil War and with French Army in
World War II; had private practice in Mexico City for nearly five years; intern and
resident physician in New York City hospitals; moved with wife Hilda to North Creek,
Warren County, in 1949, establishing family practice that continued for a quarter
century; his well equipped office and laboratory enabled him to diagnose and treat the
gamut of human ills, including hunting accidents and skiing mishaps; accepted all
patients, regardless of means; regularly made home calls until his last illness; officer
and delegate of Warren County Medical Society, which named him Physician of the Year
in 1962; Adirondack Tri-County Nursing Home was opened in 1974, largely as a result of
his enthusiasm and drive; named as its first medical director; fought for restoration of
dam and swimming area in North Creek, resulting in establishment of Dr. Jacques
Grunblatt Memorial Beach; a leader in efforts against intolerance; served as trustee of
Adirondack Community College, chairman of Warren County Public Health Committee,
health officer of Towns of Johnsburg and Minerva and school physician in schools of
those towns, director of Upper Hudson Environmental Action Committee and Warren
County voluntary organizations; honored during his life and posthumously by the Towns
of Johnsburg and Minerva, North Creek Chamber of Commerce, North Creek Rotary
Club, Warren County Bar Association, American Legion and Adirondack Tri-County
Nursing Home, where the American flag flies in his memory.

DR. ANNIE M. HULL
1877 - 1948
Daughter of Leonard and Melissa (Sweet) Hull, descendants of early families of the
Town of Queensbury; born on the Polly Burnham farm at the foot of West Mountain,
inherited by her father; gradate of Glens Falls Academy and the New York Medical
College and Hospital for Women; interned at New York State Hospital at Middletown;
beginning in 1908, she labored as a practicing physician in Glens Falls for 40 years, her
long-time office located in the small brick building at the northeast corner of Pine and
Elm Streets; chosen as a member of the New York State Board of Medical Examiners;
served as Health Officer of the Town of Queensbury for many years; acted as school
physician for the many common school districts of Queensbury; member of the New
York State and Warren County medical associations, affiliated with the First
Presbyterian Church of Glens Falls; resided with her brother Orville Hull at “Osborn”,
the ancestral home of the Hull family on West Mountain Road; buried in the Mount
Hermon Cemetery at the foot of the mountain.

DR. ASA STOWER
1769 - 1848
Native of Massachusetts; spent early years at New Lebanon, Columbia County, where
his father took the family to live with the Shaker colony there; upon father’s death,
mother and children returned to family farm; he was educated at district school there;
demonstrated special aptitude for botany; commenced study of medicine at age of
eighteen; set out three years later on horseback, with two saddlebags of medicine, to
seek his fortune; settled in Queensbury, residing first with Judge William Robards on
Haviland Road, then purchasing farms on Ridge Road; his home was a rudimentary
medical school, with the students paying their way by assisting the doctor in his long
and laborious medical rides; served seventeen terms as Queensbury town supervisor,
twenty-two terms as common school commissioner; also elected as justice of the
peace, school inspector and highway overseer; attempted to create canal between
Glen Lake and Round Pond for lumbering operations; had a sawmill on the Meadow
Run; owned much real property in Queensbury; described by contemporaries as “a little
singular in his manner and habits;” in his final days, ordered his accounts against the
poor to be destroyed; left estate of nearly $20,000, yet heirs did not provide for
tombstone; collection from neighbors resulted in white marble monument on knoll in
center of Sunnyside Cemetery with inscription, “He Lived Respected in Society.”

DR. MARY HARRIS THOMPSON
1829 - 1895
Born in Fort Ann, Washington County, on 15 April 1829, daughter of Col. John Harris
Thompson and wife, the former Calista Corbin; Mary was a descendant of John Harris,
early scythe manufacturer of Dutchess County; attended country school, teaching
herself Latin and mathematics at an early age; enrolled in the Troy Conference
Academy at Poultney, Vermont; showed aptitude for drawing and painting; later taught
at the Academy and at Fort Edward Collegiate Institute, studying, in her spare time,
astronomy, chemistry, physiology and anatomy; completed studies at New England
Female Medical College in Boston and interned at New York City Infirmary for Women
and Children; settled in Chicago because no hospital there had woman medical staff
member; assisted Civil War widows and children with the Sanitary Commission; worked
to establish the Chicago Hospital for Women and Children, which opened in 1865; she
was named head of the medical and surgical staffs; enrolled at Chicago Medical College
and earned second M.D. degree; established Woman’s Hospital Medical College of
Chicago and school of nursing; hospital and school destroyed in Chicago fire of 1871;
hospital reopened in temporary quarters the day after the fire and rebuilt in 1873 with
grant providing that 25 patients per year be treated free; congratulated for three
decades of hard work at hospital anniversary celebration on May 8, 1895; she died of
cerebral hemorrhage ten days later; buried in Brown Cemetery , West Fort Ann;
hospital renamed Mary Thompson Hospital in her honor.

Year of Induction 1995 - Physicians Plaque

Glens Falls Mayors

ROBERT J. CRONIN
1915 - 1986
He was fifth of eight children in an Irish-American family from the east end of Glens
Falls; graduated from St. Mary’s Academy; attended American Academy of Dramatic
Arts, but acting career was nipped in the bud by injuries in serious automobile accident;
he earned bachelor’s degree from St. Michael’s College in Toronto and a master’s
degree in education from State University of New York at Albany, discharged from four
years of World War II service with rank of Sergeant; counselor for U.S. Veterans

Administration; supervisor of highway planning for State Department of Public Works;
operated coin laundry in Glens Falls; Associate Professor of history and government at
Siena College for fourteen years; Warren County Supervisor from the first ward of Glens
Falls for ten years; trustee of Abraham Wing School District; Chairmen of Warren
County Democratic Committee; opened his home to refugees from troubled nations;
recipient of the Liberty Bell Award of the Warren County Bar Association; active with St.
Mary’s Athletic Association, veterans’ groups, Scouting organizations, and the Glens
Falls Forum; Served two terms as Mayor of Glens Falls, during which he fostered
construction of the Civic Center, development of Pruyn’s Island, renovation of City Hall,
extensive street repaving and construction of senior-citizen residential facilities, the
Robert Cronin High-Rise on Ridge Street was named in his honor.

JOHN BAZINET
1870 - 1953
Born and educated in Glens Falls; learned the trade of blacksmith and undertook long
career with Glens Falls Portland Cement Company, retiring as Paymaster; was elected
to serve as Treasurer of the Village of Glens Falls in 1907, the year before the
community became a city; then elected as the first City Chamberlain, taking office in
1908; the position was later renamed as City Treasurer; he resigned in 1909 to become
Warren County Treasurer for three years; twice elected Councilman from the Fourth
Ward of Glens Falls; served by appointment to both the Water Board and the Zoning
Board of Appeals of the City; upon retirement from employment at the cement company
at the age of 70, he ran for Mayor of Glens Falls; was elected and continued to serve for
the next ten years, a longer period than any other incumbent; by reason of various
reforms instituted during his administration, Glens Falls came out from beneath a large
indebtedness and was in an enviable financial position when he left office on January 1,
1950; very active with his church; married and the father of three children, all of whom
became teachers and two of whom were members of religious orders.

“Always Trusted, Always Respected”

MILTON G. TIBBITTS
1882 - 1980
Born on a farm at New Hartford, attended schools there and studied at Clinton
Academy, graduated from Hamilton College; moved from employment in New York City
to Glens Falls in 1918 to work for International Paper Company; joined with Edward J.
Trimbey in the manufacture and selling of paper-making machinery; was manager and
partner of the Trimbey Machine Company until retirement in 1947; elected Councilmanat-Large of Glens Falls in 1946; thereafter elected to and served three terms as Mayor
of Glens Falls. Retiring in 1956; very active in the Boy Scout program for many years,
serving as President of Mohican Council from 1952; long-time member and President of
the Glens Falls Kiwanis Club; member of Salvation Army Advisory Board; President of
the Warren County Health Association; President of the Masonic Club and Trustee of
the Masonic Hall Association; Trustee of Christ Church, United Methodist; with his wife,
donated to the church its present tower bells; he was recipient of the Liberty Bell Award
of the Warren County Bar Association in 1966 for his many public contributions.

“Many Years of Service to His Fellow Citizens”
CHARLES WILLIS COOL
1858 - 1932
First Mayor of the City of Glens Falls; born here and a lifelong resident; his grandfather
and father were pioneers in the lime business; he was educated at Glens Falls Academy
and Greylock Institute in Williamstown, Massachusetts; worked in his early years at the
family’s lime kilns and as a bank clerk and hotel clerk at the Rockwell House; in 1879,
began a career of more than a half-century in the insurance business, dealing with
eighteen fire insurance and three casualty companies at his death; the firm continues
as Cool Insurance; he was elected President of the Village of Glens Falls in 1905;
member of the committee of ten chosen to draft a proposed city charter; elected as
Republican candidate to two-year term as first Mayor of the newly established City in
close election in 1908; elected to serve for a term in 1922-3; founded the local Union
Telephone Company and was a director of the Commercial Union Telephone Company
of Troy, with which it merged; director of the First National Bank of Glens Falls, the
Empire Real Estate and Theatre Company and the Glens Falls Land and Improvement

Company; active with the Masonic and Elks fraternities and was vestryman of the
Church of Messiah; married May Mott and was the father of three.

“THE CITY’S FIRST MAYOR – A NATIVE SON”
HESPER FLINT LIDDLE
1906 - 1976
First woman to serve as Councilman-at-Large and as Acting Mayor of Glens Falls; born
in Saranac Lake; her family moved to this area in 1918 and established drug stores in
Glens Falls and Lake George; she graduated from Glens Falls Academy, attended
Marymount College, and received bachelor’s degree from Barnard College of Columbia
University; active with her husband, John Carlton(“Vic”) Liddle, in operation of the
Ridge Book Shop of Glens Falls; active in the development of Adirondack Community
College; member of the City Planning Board from 1970; chairman of the Women’s
Division of the Democratic Party in 1963; served as Councilman-at-Large, 1964-65; key
person in developing a master plan for Glens Falls; served on the Urban Renewal
Agency for six years; member and officer of the Hospital Guild; chosen as Woman of the
Year in 1965 by the Business and Professional Women’s Club; mother of two children.

“She Had Glens Falls in Her Heart”
Year of Induction 1996 – Glens Falls Mayors Plaque

Railroading in the Region

THOMAS CLARK DURANT
1820 - 1885
Native of Lee, Massachusetts; graduated from Albany Medical College; worked with
exporting firm in New York City, becoming a daring and successful stock speculator;
worked on construction of rail lines in the Midwest; in 1863 saw challenge in the
bankrupt Adirondack Railroad and reorganized it under special legislative act as the
Adirondack Company; built the Adirondack Railroad from Saratoga Springs to North
Creek between 1865 and 1871; purchased enormous holdings in the mountains, taking
first major steps to open up the Central Adirondacks to development; spearheaded
work on eastern portion of first transcontinental railroad; Vice President and General
Manager of Union Pacific Railroad; joined in driving the “last spike” May 10, 1869;

married Heloise Hannah Timbrel, an Englishwomen; he died at North Creek; father of
daughter and son, the latter being William West Durant (1850-1934), who was
responsible for construction of the rail transportation system within the central
Adirondacks; William West Durant built camps Pine Knot, Uncas, Sagamore and others,
considered to be the originator of the Adirondack “Great Camp” architectural style.

“Father of Adirondack Railroading”

BERNARD BLAIR
1801 - 1880
Pioneer railroad builder in Washington County; grandson of a Revolutionary veteran;
born and raised on family farm at Williamstown, Massachusetts, attending district
school; prepared for secondary education with a private tutor and graduated from
Williams College in 1825; move to Salem, clerking in a law office and admitted to
practice in 1829; elected as member of the U.S. House of Representatives in 1839;
served as director and President of the State Bank of Salem; trustee of Washington
Academy and of the First Presbyterian Church of Salem; received Master of Arts
honorary degrees from both Williams and Middlebury Colleges; active in the
organization of the Troy and Rutland Railroad, serving as President during its
existence; the line, which connected Salem with Rutland, was later absorbed into the
Delaware and Hudson system; married Charlotte Lansing of Lansingburgh.

“Washington County Railroad Promoter”
ISAAC V. BAKER
1813 - 1894
Lifelong resident of Comstock, Town of Fort Ann, he married a daughter of Peter
Comstock, businessman for whom the community was named; became partner with his
father-in-law in running a line of stages and packets from Albany to Whitehall and a line
of steamers on Lake Champlain; they also operated the Northern Transportation Line, a
successful business whose company-issued bills were taken over the counter as cash
throughout northeastern New York; superintendent of the Troy and Boston Railroad and
the Rensselaer and Saratoga Railroad; director of the Whitehall & Plattsburgh Rail

Road; named President of the New York and Canada Railroad, which was absorbed into
the Delaware and Hudson system, in later years he operated Great Meadow Farm,
today site of the State Prison at Comstock; he founded the North Granville National
Bank and was a strong supporter of the Comstock Baptist Church; he was regarded as
a very thorough businessman; refused any nomination to public office; father of three
children; his son Isaac Jr., was active in business and politics, serving in both the State
Assembly and State Senate.

“A Founder of Northeastern Rail Lines”
LAWRENCE E. CORBETT, SR.
1881 - 1957
Nearly a half-century working on the rails; son of Daniel and Mary Corbett of Whitehall;
the father was a railroad employee; four other sons also followed father’s career
choice; a fifth son Austin, worked briefly on the rails prior to entering the priesthood;
Lawrence started with Delaware and Hudson as a fireman in 1900; became an engineer
about 1916; named Rules Examiner in 1922, thereafter traveling the entire D&H system
annually to examine employees on the rules of the rail-signage, mechanics, operations;
exams were both oral and written; he worked a total of forty-seven years as a
railroader, retiring to his home in Fort Edward; his wife Mary Hurley of northern Warren
County; they had a son Francis, who carried passengers bags at Fort Edward depot as
a lad, later became attorney and Member of Assembly, and daughter Helen, who
resides in Queensbury, in all, fourteen members of the Corbett family worked
continuously for the D & H from 1866 to 1976 - a total of 110 years.

“Railroading—A Family Tradition”
Year of Induction 1996 – Railroading in the Region Plaque

Glens Falls Police Department
Photo to be added when available.

SERGEANT FRED A. ST. JOHN
1872 - 1959
Fred St. John was born on Fulton Street in Glens Falls in the house that became his lifelong home. He attended the Ridge Street School nearby and was at the Union Free
School in Glen St. in 1881, the first year after it was opened. He was employed by New
York State in construction of the Barge Canal and served as a young man as a Warren
County Deputy Sheriff in Glens Falls. He became associated with the Village police
Department in 1902, one week before a historic downtown fire that destroyed the
business block at Glen and Exchange Streets. He was promoted to Sergeant in 1925,
the first named to that position in Glens Falls, and he served until retirement in 1946.
The younger officers who followed him as members of the force expressed deep
respect for his judgment in police matters. His mind remained sharp, and inquiries as
to events and situations of many years past were often referred to him. He would
respond with remarkable accuracy and clarity. Sergeant St. John was called a
mainstay of the Department throughout his years.

CHIEF FRED G. JENKINS
1867 - 1932
A native of Queensbury, Fred G. Jenkins was a product of the milling family that
flourished at Jenkinsville. He was educated in district and public schools, then worked
as a young man for the National Express Company, the Peyser Collar Company and the
Hudson Valley Railway. He was employed as a freight contractor when he was
appointed to the Glens Falls Village Police Department and was named Chief in 1906.
Upon formation of the City of Glens Falls in 1908, he continued as patrolmen and Acting
Chief until his appointment to the permanent position of Chief a year later. At his death,
Fred Jenkins had served in the capacity of Police Chief a longer period than any other
such officer in New York State. He served at one time as President of the State

Association of Police Chiefs. His administration saw the inauguration of traffic
regulation by the force, installation of police signal boxes, and establishment of a
bureau of identification, utilizing fingerprints. It was remembered that virtually every
major crime in Glens Falls that had occurred during his tenure resulted in an arrest. He
was survived by his wife and two sons.

OFFICER NICHOLAS LYNCH
1867 - 1955
A native of Northumberland, Nicholas Lynch was early employed as a hotel manager at
Warrensburg. He married Annah Anderson in 1905 and three years later began a
lengthy career with the Glens Falls Police Department. He served for a time as
temporary Chief of the Department. His service as a patrolman and officer continued
for 42 years, until retirement in 1944. He undertook responsibilities for solving or
resolving thousands of citizen complaints over the years. Affectionately known as
“Papa” by his family of two daughters and one son, he found time to maintain a five-acre
farm for many years on LaRose Street. Following his retirement, he was often sought
out by the Department when extra help was needed. His death occurred just three
months before he and his wife would have celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary. His badge is framed and proudly maintained today by daughter Rosemary
Lynch at the LaRose Street home.

PATROLMAN THOMAS CLANCY
1867 - 1925
A native of Glens Falls, Tom Clancy served for a year as a policeman in the 1890’s.
Then, in mid-life, he was appointed to the force in February of 1912. In 1925, he and
Patrolman Nicholas Lynch arrested a man on Hudson Avenue for intoxication, and force
was required to subdue the prisoner. As the policeman and the suspect left the taxicab
that had transported them to headquarters, the prisoner again engaged in a scuffle with
Patrolman Clancy, but was subdued and taken to a holding cell. Patrolman Clancy’s
tour was concluding and, as he was leaving the station, he dropped to the floor
unconscious and almost immediately died of heart failure. He was remembered as a
genial man with ready smile, popular throughout the community. He was survived by
his wife Mary (Lynch) Clancy and by two sisters.

SERGEANT ISABELLE LOVELAND
1918 - 1993
The first woman to make the rank of Sergeant in the Glens Falls Police Department was
Isabelle Loveland, born at Shelving Rock on Lake George and a graduate of Glens Falls
High School. Working as a secretary in the Police Department and completing FBI and
State courses in police work, she was trained judo and earned trophies for
marksmanship with handguns. Sergeant Loveland finished second best on the force in
off-hand shooting under the FBI scoring system. She continued with clerical duties in
the Department, made arrests, and took statements from prisoners. The policewoman
was appointed Sergeant after passing the Civil Service test, and she retired from the
Department after 49 years of service. She was active with Zonta Club and the Colony of
New England Women, and was named Woman of the Year for services to the community
by the Glens Falls Business and Professional Women’s Club in 1968. She was married
to Donald Loveland.

DETECTIVE CORNELIUS D. KENNEDY
1868 - 1935
A native of Ireland, Cornelius D. Kennedy joined the Glens Falls Police Department in
1898, when the community was still a village. Until the city was established and a
permanent police force appointed in 1908, his service was intermittent, subject to the
whims of village patronage. He was one of the ten men named to the permanent
department. In 1921 he was promoted to Detective, being recognized for his wide
knowledge of lawbreakers and for his exceptional memory. He solved many major
crimes occurring during his tenure. Described as fearless, he was willing and able to
use physical force when defendants attempted to flee custody. His brother Patrick J.
Kennedy was a member of the Glens Falls Board of Public Safety. His son C. Edward
Kennedy was a Sergeant on the force at the time of his death. Cornelius Kennedy was
survived by his wife, four sons and two daughters.
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CHIEF C. EDWARD KENNEDY
1904 - 1955
A native of Glens Falls, C. Edward Kennedy was a graduate of St. Mary’s Academy. The
son of a city Detective, he was named special patrolman in 1930 and earned his badge
as a regular policeman three years later. He advanced steadily through the ranks,
appointed as Sergeant in 1935 and Captain in 1946. He was approved as Chief of the
Department in 1952. C. Edward Kennedy was active with the State Association of
Police Chiefs and was the first President of the Warren County Chapter of Civil Service
Employees, formed in 1948. He was remembered as an excellent policeman and a very
cooperative public servant. At his death, Mayor Milton G. Tibbitts called Chief Kennedy
“a perfect gentlemen,” and The Post Star hailed his intelligence and conscientiousness,
“an ideal department head.”
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Hudson River Dams

Photo to be added when available.

WILLIAM E. SPIER
1849 - 1901
A native of Northville, he received his early education there and moved to Glens Falls in
1864 to study at the Glens Falls Academy. The next year he began work in the drygoods store of Lasher and Freeleigh where he remained for five years. After the Civil
War, he became a bookkeeper for the Morgan Lumber Company, one of the largest in
Glens Falls at that time. Upon formation of the Glens Falls Lumber Company in 1873,
Mr. Spier became an active leader in the firm. Between 1875 and 1883 he began a
business for manufacture of collars and Cuffs. He sold that interest in 1883, however,
to become President of the Glens Falls Paper Mill Company, which was organized in
1881. The subsequent formation of the Hudson River Water Power Company in 1899
resulted in work on construction of a huge dam west [south] of Glens Falls. Problems
during construction resulted in heavy financial burdens on the company until Mr. Spier
gave the financial assistance necessary to carry the work forward. Accordingly, the
project was named the Spier Falls Dam in his honor. His wife was Ida A. Morgan of
Glens Falls, and they had a son Lester.

COLONEL ZENAS VAN DUSEN
1809 - 1889
Born in the third generation of a pioneer Queensbury family, Zenas Van Dusen was
raised in the west end of town and attended the common schools there. In 1842 he
purchased a site at what was later the Feeder Dam on the Hudson River and engaged in
lumber manufacturing, which became his life’s work. In 1854 he became a partner with
J. W. Freeman, who was later succeeded in the firm by his son George H. Freeman. Van
Dusen and Freeman’s mill was known throughout the region as a busy place. He
attained the rank of Colonel in the local militia. About 1880, Colonel Van Dusen

experimented at his sawmill on the north bank of the river by setting up an operation for
generation of electricity, the first in Warren County. In 1887, he met with unfortunate
financial reverses, and the business passed into the hands of Freeman. Colonel Van
Dusen was married to Betsey Ward, widow of his brother William, and he assisted in
raising her children and their son Zenas.

EUGENE LIONEL ASHLEY
1863 - 1917
Born at the wooden lock at Dewey’s bridge in the Town of Fort Ann, Eugene L. Ashley
attended Glens Falls Academy and was employed as a lad by the mercantile firm of
Crittenden and Cowles in Glens Falls, also studying law in the office of Melville A.
Sheldon. He was admitted to the bar in January of 1885 and immediately became a
partner on Mr. Sheldon. H. Prior King was added, and the firm of Sheldon, King and
Ashley was one of the most highly regarded of its day. He was active in the struggle
that led to formation of the Glens Falls public school system and was named clerk of the
first Board of Education of the unified district. Mr. Ashley organized the Kanes Falls
Pulp Company and acquired the water power at that site, near the place of his birth. He
took up serious study of water power, practicing law by day and working at Kanes Falls
by night. He and Elmer West formed the Hudson River Water Power Company in 1899,
and he later withdrew completely from the practice of law to promote hydroelectricity,
seeing to completion of the Spier Falls Dam in September of 1903. He was married to
Elizabeth Hitchcock, and had two children. Their son Dominic was a graduate of the
Georgia School of Technology.

Elmer J. West
1856-1927
A native of the Town of Fort Ann, Elmer J. West was educated in the district schools
there and at Granville Academy. He moved to Glens Falls with his family, attended
Glens Falls Academy, and went to work for Coolidge and Lee, a general store. He
became a manager at the Lake George branch, later having his own mercantile
business at that place for twenty years, in partnership with his brother. In 1898 Mr.
West became associated with Eugene L. Ashley as director and general manager of the
Kanes Falls Pulp Company of Fort Ann, beginning mill activities that extended to

Whitehall and culminated in completion of the Spier Falls development. He was director
and secretary of the Hudson River Water Power Company and its formation in 1899, and
was active as a director and officer in successor power companies, working on
expansion of activities to Mechanicville, Saratoga Springs, Amsterdam and Oneida. He
was instrumental in establishment of the Feeder Dam west of Glens Falls. At the time of
his death, he was working arduously upon development of the project that later resulted
in the Great Sacandaga Lake. He was married to Dora Brown, and they had four
children.
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